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“Unless the Fates are faithless grown, 
And Prophet's voice be vain, 
Where’er is found this Sacred Stone, 
The Wanderer’s race shall reign.” 


—Old Irish Celtie rune, translated by Sir Walter Scott. 
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THE KINGDOM From DIFFERENT VIEW-POINTS. || 


Kingdom 


RE Ae N/E 
II Chron. CLO 
xiii, 8. God’s. Acts i, 4 & 6. di 
David's. S. Mark xi, 10. Tx 


Of Heaven. S. Mat. xiii, 11. 
Mlessiah’s. — S. John xviii, 36, 


From ABOVE. 


Kingdom Kingdom 

Is Involves | 
Numerable. S. Mat. xxv, 34. New Birth. S. John iii, 3. | 
Glorious. Ps, exlv. 11. Godliness. I Pet. i, 11. 
Divine. Il Tim. iv, 18, Dutifulness. — { Thes. ii, 12. | 


Otherdom. I Thes. i,3 &5. 
Morality. Gal. v, 21. 


Over-Ruling. Dan. iv, 17. 
Mystical. I Cor. xv, 24-8. 


DAVID’S 


From BENEATH. 


Kingdom Kingdom 

Is Is 

Numberless. — Gen. xxii, 17. Nearing. Isa. xxv, 7. | 
Growthful. — Gen. xlviii, 16. Growing. Mic. v, 7 & 8. | 
Destructionless. Dan. ii,44. Displacing. Dan. ii, 35. | 
Opulent. Deu. xy, 6. oe) Operating. Jer. li, 20. | 
Mundane. Rev. v., 10. SATANIC Manifesting. Mic.iv,7 &8. | 


Kaleidoscopic View. 


Necromancy. Isa. viii, 19. 
Gentilism. I Cor. x, 20. 
Dogmatics. S. Mark vii, 7. 
Ordinances. Cols. ii, 20. 
Mammonism. S.Lukexvi13. 


‘““The Kingdom of God... . shall be given to a Nation.’’ S. Mat. xxi, 43. 
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i Chr. xiii, 8. “The K. of the Lord in the hand of the sons of David.” 

[-@hr. xxix,11. ‘‘Thine is the K,, O Lord.” 

{Kings xi, 35. ‘I will take the K. . . . and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes,” 
UChr. xvii, 14. ‘‘My K. for ever.” 
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A SETI EET ONE 
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‘He that falleth on this Stone [Nation] shaJl be broken to pieces.’’ S. Mat. xxi, 44. 
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VICTORY! 


(Reduced from a double~page cartoon in “Punch,” Nov. 20th, 1918, and 
reproduced by special permission of the Proprietors) 


ARMISTICE THANKS PEACE 
DECREED SIGNED 
llth Hour, BE TO GOD exactly five years 
llth Day, IN HIS after Ferdinand’s as- 
A apes paella pre- 
of November, text for the War— 
1918. EARTH. June 28th, 1919. 


WITH FRATERNAL GREETINGS, 
TuHis Book 


IS 


Dedicated 
To THE 
UNCONQUERABLE ANGLO-SAXON PEOPLES, 
BONDED TOGETHER FOR ALL TIME, 
Nor ONLY By TIES OF BLOOop, 
BuT BY 


THE FREE SHEDDING OF IT. 


VI.—Map of Britain and Ireland in the 
Mammoth Period. 
Showing their union with the Continent. 
Copied from the Leiswre Howr, No. 1,175, 4th July, 1874. 


Shaded lines represent submerged forest of the old land area, rising up at 
the coast-line of 10 day. 


White lines represent the river-courses prolonged from the present to the old 
coast lines. 


The figures show the depths in fathoms of the now submerged area, 

“T will appoint a place for My people Israel.” —1 Ohron. xvii. 9. 

“ Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands.”—Dan. ii. 34. 
“The God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed . . 


i ee stand for ever. The stone was cut out... without hands.’—Dan. ii. 
B08 


_ After Sir Henry de la Beche and Mr. Godwin-Austen, F'.R.S. 


“T will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them that they 
may dwell in their Sen place, and be moved no more ; neither shall the children 
of wickedness afflict them any more.”—2 Sam. vii. 10. 
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FOREWORD. 


Tuis book has been written to open blind eyes, to 
unstop deaf ears, and to wake the mentally and 
spiritually dead. The Years teach much that the 
days never knew, Centuries much that the years 
never knew, and Millennia much that the cen- 
turies never knew; and yet, man still goeth to his 
long home, and the mourners still go about the 
streets hugging the old delusions to themselves and 
thinking that the Divine Creator has left His earth 
entirely to itself and its fate. ‘‘God’s in His 
Heaven,” sings the poet. True! and God’s in His 
earth, too, working through a KINGpoM, therefore 
‘¢ All’s well with the world,” whether it seem so or 
not; and the greatest attestation of the fact may 
be seen in the Bible—the book for all time—which 
yet carries our minds before all time, as it does 
beyond all time. Here are four of its far-reaching 
disclosures :-— 


1.—Of ‘‘The Prince of this World” sinning 
from the beginning, of his being a murderer or a 
bringer of death into the world from the beginning, 
therefore necessitating a plan of salvation from the 
beginning. 

2.—Of “The Son of God,” loved of the Father 


before the foundation of the world, being the Lamb 
B 
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slain, not merely at Calvary, but from the founda- 
tion of the world. 


3.—Of “The Lamb’s Book of Life,” in which 
are written the names of human beings chosen in 
Christ by the Father, before the foundation of the 
world ; and 


4.—Of “The Kingdom,” which for those blessed 
of the Father, the Father prepared from the foun- 
dation of the world. 


As the vista is almost too much for average 
readers to perceive all at once, they are invited to 
take the long or telescopic view of God in human 
history, in Part I.; the close or microscopic view, 
in Part II., and the synthetic or stereoscopic view, 
in Part III. The Appendices, being of the nature 
of calcium lights, will greatly add to the illumina- 
tion, and clarify the views. May the writer and 
readers alike be kept from all erroneous thoughts 
and conclusions, and divinely led into the fulness 
of Truth. 


Rowington Vicarage, Warwick, 1919. 


COD. EN. -EUS” BARTEL 


PART I. 
A. TELESCOPIC: VIEW; 
THE INDISPENSABLE POSTULATE. 


How can we explain an immense globe made to 
revolve incessantly on its axis that it may produce 
the vicissitudes of day and night? ‘‘In the begin- 
ning God!” 

What explanation can we give of this same 
globe running its annual course in perpetual circuit 
through the heavens to produce theseasons? “In 
the beginning God!” 

Why is it that every creature that moves, every 
vegetable that grows, when minutely examined, 
furnishes materials of the highest admiration? 
“In the beginning God!” 

How can we explain the interrelation and inter- 
dependence of created things, one with the other, 
disclosing perfect harmony of design and unity of 
purpose? ‘‘In the beginning God!” 

Why is it that the inorganic came first as a pre- 
paration for the vegetable and then the vegetable 
in anticipation of the animallife? ‘In the begin- 
ning God!” 
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Why is it that long centuries before the creation 
of man, his coal cellar was being stored and filled ? 
‘In the beginning God! ” 

Why is it that man’s medicines were being pro- 
vided ages before the maladies were known? “In 
the beginning God!” 

Why isit that in the order of creation on the 
testimony of geology, as well as of Scripture, 
corn—the universal plant, the staff of life to 
human beings—was utterly unknown until the 
days contemporary with man? ‘‘In the beginning 
God!” 

Why is it that as a world fit for the abode of 
human life, the earth was finished and pronounced 
good? ‘In the beginning God!” This indis- 
pensable postulate and sublime statement, gleaming 
right in front of the Book of God, seems not only 
to explain everything but to answer everybody. 
The Bible takes God’s existence for granted, and 
the scientist is the antipodes of a Solon if he 
doesn’t do the same. 

But ‘‘ Inthe beginning was the Word.’ Yes, 
right back in the countless ages of eternity was 
the eternal Son of God. 

And in the beginning was the Holy Spirit, for 
He is called “ The Eternal Spirit.” God isa 
Trinity. 

The Supreme Being, self-existent and all suffi- 
cient, had no wants He could seek to supply, but 
His goodness communicated and poured itself 
forth, so that all that is not God owes its existence 
to God. And thusit has come to pass that God, 
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as Father, is the source, God, as Son, the channel, 
and God, as Holy Ghost, the supply of life of 
whatever kind. The flow of the Divine self-giving 
charity was first seen in creation. 

‘In the beginning (¢.e. of time) God created! ” 
Made out of nothing outside Himself! (Why 
not? For we are not told that, In the beginning 
was ‘‘Substance,” or God and ‘‘ Substance,” but 
“In the beginning God ! ”’) 

“In the beginning God created the Heaven and 
the Earth.” All things were made through the 
Son, and without Him was not anything made. 

“By His Spirit the Heavens were garnished ” 
(Job xxvi. 13). Thus creation was the work of the 
Holy Trinity in Unity. 

How Creation was effected is not revealed in 
Holy Writ, but it is possible that just as we—finite 
beings—can think and will, and produce thought 
forms and castles in the air, or cinematograph 
pictures on the ether, the Infinite and Omnipotent 
thinks and wills, and lo! instead of an evanescent 
dream, a beautiful reality! Or as the Deity seems 
to have allowed full play for the full development 
of individualistic life whether in the atom or the 
Archangel, He may have decreed an endless suc- 
cession of occurrences now known as the law of 
Evolution, full of obscurity to us, but to Himself 
all light and order and fulness of blessing. Now for 
aught we know, the Heaven, with the exception of 
the Solar system, has remained without any violent 
change developing, developing, ever since, but not 
so the earth. To demonstrate this it will be neces- 
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sary to refer to various passages in the Bible giving 
the correct translation. 

Isa, xlv. 18: ‘‘ The Lord that. created the 
Heavens . . . . formed the earth and made 
it. .Heestablished it. Hecreatedit not a ‘waste’ 
(tohu). He formed it to be inhabited.” 

Gen. i. 2.: ‘The earth was (or ‘ became,’ as in 
Gen. xix. 26), ‘a waste’ (tohu) and an ‘emptied 
place’” (bohu). 

Jer. iv. 23, etc., where the prophet is evidently 
using the Preadamite destruction as a comparison. 
‘‘T beheld the earth, and lo, it was ‘ waste’ (tohu), 
and an ‘emptied place’ (bohu), and the Heavens, 
and they had no light; the mountains, and lo, they 
trembled. I beheld, and lo, there was no man, 
and all the birds of the Heaven were fled,” etc. 

2 Peter ii. 6: “The world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished.” 

Surely this is adescription of a ruin caused by 
sin, but there is no hint asto how many ages had 
come between it and the creation. Geology, how 
ever, steps in and dealing with the many thousand 
years’ interval between the first and second verses 
of the Bible, tells us that ages and ages rolled 
away before the creation of man, and that fossil 
remains long anterior to the present races of plants, 
animals, and mankind, show evident tokens of 
disease, death, and mutual destruction. Thus, as 
the Bible tells us that God on the sixth day pro- 
nounced everything that He had made to be very 
good, and ascribes all present suffering, disease, 
death, and ferocity, alike in man and the animal 
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world, as the effect of Adam’s transgression, we 
are bound to conclude that the former inhabitants 
of the earth had a sin-stained history of their own, 
a history which ended in the ruin of themselves 
and of their habitation. Their “prison” or 
‘* pit” seems to be the ‘‘deep” or “abyss” occu- 
pied by the sea, which might have once been their 
habitable land just as the former bed of the sea 
has become ours. Hence the darkness that was 
on the face of the deep, the sun being put out and 
the stars sealed. Hence, too, the conjunction of 
the three realms ‘‘Sea, Death, and Hades,” in 
Rev. xx. 13, as having disembodied spirits which 
are to be delivered up for judgment. And hence, 
too, the prophecy that when the removal from the 
deep, or under the deep, of the preadamites or 
daimonia has been effected there shall, in the re- 
novated earth, be ‘‘no more sea.” 

Gen. i. 1: ‘‘ Darkness was upon the face of the 
deep.” How long this state of things lasted we 
don’t know, but there must have been an extended 
period of universal frost which would destroy every 
vestige of life. Then comes achange. Possibly 
through some development of the earth’s internal 
heat convulsing the earth’s crust, the ice breaks 
up, and waters, upon which God the Holy Spirit 
was brooding—a sure sign of vivification—covered 
much of its surface. 

Then amidst the awful silence of despair come 
the accents of hope for a sin-stained world. 

‘‘Light be—and Light was!” And this is the 
beginning of the creation, or more properly the 
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restoration of the six days. Light disseminated, 
atmosphere separated from the water, vegetation 
springing from the dry land. These are the works 
of the first three days, and the works of the second 
three days correspond. Light centred in the two 
great light-bearers, birds for the atmosphere and 
fishes for the water, then the stocking of the earth 
with insects, cattle, and beasts. But one other 
work of creation remained—the making of man. 
This is stated generally in the first chapter of 
Genesis, and with particulars in the second chapter. 
Fancied discrepancies (‘‘made in Germany’’) 
between these chapters disappear when we once 
grasp the fact that the one is a panorama of 
God’s work of restoration and the other a supple- 
mentary account to enable the Adamic race of 
beings to understand their nature, and their 
alienation from God. 


te 
THE HUMAN TRINITY. 


By means of evolution, salvage, or from the but 
recently moistened earth God moulded Adam’s 
body and then breathed into his nostrils “the 
breath of lives”; the life of the soul or sensual 
part, and the life of the spirit, which is ‘‘ the lamp 
of the Lord” inthe human organism. The soul 
found its covering in the body, and the soul became 
the “body” of the spirit, a perfect human trinity 
being the result. In the earth life it is the “ living 
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soul”? which maintains the balance of lives, but in 
the resurrection life the quickened sfirvit will be in 
the ascendancy (1 Cor.xv. 45). The spirit is the 
connecting link between God and the soul, the 
soul is the connecting link between spirit and the 
material body. When God reveals or communi- 
cates Himself to man He does so to the spirit. 
The spirit ‘‘ rejoices” and moves the soul to 
‘*magnify,”” and the soul uses the body to demon- 
strate the fact (S. Luke i. 46-47). So, each night, 
while the body rests in peace, the soul, in sweet 
release may magnify the Lord, and the spirit may 
rejoice in God its Saviour. Spirit, the part that 
holds communion with all that is Divine; Soul, 
the unsleeping part that thinks and feels and wills ; 
Body, the vehicle of demonstration on the earth 
plane—Spirit, Soul, and Body—these make every 
human being to be a human trinity, a three in one 
and one in three ; so created perhaps in order that 
the mystery of the Divine Trinity might in some 
measure be apprehended. 


‘* Man is man’s A.B.C.; there’s noneithat can 
Read God aright, unless he first spells man.” 


The lower animals are dual, but man is tripartite, 
threefold, triune (1x Thess. v. 23; Heb. iv. 12), as 
soon as he begins his existence. At least that is 
my belief. It may be true, however, as some think, 
that a human being only consists of body and soul 
until he is regenerated, ¢.e., born from above of 
water.and the Holy Ghost in baptism rightly 
understood. But personally I take up the position 
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that all human beings are triune from the begin- 
ning, the human spirit being still a potentiality ; 
but whereas our first parents before the fall wore 
the robe of original vighteousness, a robe which 
perhaps inits unsullied brightness clothed the body 
with light as it were with a garment, our spirit, soul 
and body at the moment of conception—combina- 
tion, incarnation, or re-incarnation, as the case may 
be—have now only the robe of original sim, and in 
such a garment we cannot hope to stand before a 
Most Holy God. God, knowing this, has provided 
an atonement (a word which in the original means 
covering) whereby Christ becomes our righteous- 
ness, so that we are said to put Him on asa robe, 
a wedding garment, without which we cannot be 
a welcome guest at the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb. And hence the necessity of regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit, and its sacrament or symbol 
instituted by our Lord to bea sign, means, and 
pledge of regeneration, wherein we die, are buried, 
and rise again with Christ, that is, to carry on the 
simile, our robe of original sin is covered by Christ’s 
robe of righteousness, so that through the merits 
of the atonement or the covering, what we died 
to in and through the Fall, we are born again to, 
in and through our spiritual birth. Before it we 
were a triad in discord, now it is possible to bea 
triad in harmonious concord, holy in body, holy in 
soul, holy in spirit. 

‘*Be ye Holy”—your spirit, soul, and body 
entire, without blame—‘‘ for I am Holy.” 
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III. 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE PAST. 


Through the uplifted veil of Revelation we learn 
a good deal of what happened in preadamite times. 
Therefore what I am about to write is plainly dis- 
closed, or can be reasonably inferred. (See Isa. 
xiv, and Ezek. xxvili.), Satan, the “ prince of this 
world,” the “ god of this age,” ‘‘the prince of the 
power of the air,” is not an ugly creature with 
horns and hoofs, able to be everywhere and with 
everybody at the same moment, rushing about 
helter skelter likea madman ora fool, and spending 
his time in petty meannesses and spite. He 
appears to have been created the fairest and wisest 
of all the angels of light, ‘‘full of wisdom and 
perfect in beauty,” and was created by God to be 
the prophet, priest and king of two interlinked 
and co-ordinated kingdoms, one visible to us—the 
kingdom of earth; one invisible to us—the kingdom 
of heaven, the heaven of our earth. Over both 
kingdoms God reserved to Himself the supremacy, 
as He reserves to Himself the superior attributes, 
and the work of Satan was, as prophet, to be a 
means of intercommunication ; as priest, to direct 
all worship to Almighty God; as king, to maintain 
harmony in both the kingdoms. His subjects in 
the air were angels, or invisible world-rulers, over 
countries, cities, and smaller communities; his 
subjects on earth were the daimonia or pre- 
adamites, who may have been the final result of 
the working of the law of evolution. Age after 
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age may have elapsed ere pride in his superiority 
caused Satan perhaps to turn to himself that 
worship which it was his office to direct to his 
Almighty Creator. _ When that time came the 
leaven of evil began to work in both kingdoms, 
but principally in the visible kingdom, where the 
degenerate angels who left their first state unlaw- 
fully intermingled with the material beings of 
earth. This was the ‘Golden Age” of the past, 
when a ‘‘Golden Race” of heroes, as we learn 
from demoniacally-inspired sources, spent their 
times with hearts void of care, free from toils and 
trouble, enjoying every blessing. 

Meanwhile earth’s beings, however they might 
have evolved physically and mentally, were degene- 
rating as to their spirits, and they would have gone 
from bad to worse had not the Supreme Being 
(Whom generally they were ignoring) in merciful 
judgment unclothed their souls wholesale, consign- 
ing them and the spirits they contained to a place 
of correction, and possibly of amendment. Age 
after age, the earth remained “a waste and an 
emptied place.” The sun which shone with seven 
times its present brilliance (Isa. xxx. 26) (for pro- 
bably nothing is prophesied for the future order 
of things that hadn’t its correspondence in the 
‘Golden Age” of the past) was darkened. The 
moon, which had previously shone with a bright- 
ness equal to our present sun, refused to give her 
light, and the Prince of Darkness sat gloomily 
overa worldinruin. The history of our own times 
begins with the Holy Spirit moving upon the face 
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of the unimprisoned waters, and the dissemination 
of light, the great blessing and beauty of the 
universe, 


PV 2 
THE GOLDEN AGE TO COME. 


The ‘God of Hope,” knowing that humanity 
would need an upward to counteract the downward 
tendency of things, has effected that so far as this 
life is concerned, ‘‘ Hope shall spring eternal in 
the human breast.” The lower animals seem to 
exist entirely in the present, but hope implanted in 
men is the eye of the mind looking forward into 
futurity. To look forward is as natural as breathing ; 
it is the secret of all our successes. It is only when 
the eye of hope is diseased that men prematurely 
put an end to their body life. It is only when tke 
eye of hope is bleared that human beings allow 
themselves to drift rudderless on the unknown sea 
of life, 

Now the great difference between ordinary hope 
and Christian hope is in this—the one has an ele- 
ment of doubt in it, whereas the other has not the 
least doubt at all. Ordinary hope has not the least 
certainty about it. Christian hope has not the 
least dowbt about it. When the ordinary man says 
he hopes so, he means he is not quite sure, but 
Christian hope is sure and steadfast and reliable. 
It all centres round the second coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Just as faith centres round the 
Cross, so hope centres round the Throne. Hope 
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concerns itself not with Bethlehem, not with 
Gethsemane, not with Calvary ; these are past, but 
it concentrates and centralizes itself on the coming 
place of power, the throne of government over this 
disordered world of ours, and it vividly realises that 
the time will most assuredly come when the 
dome of heaven shall resound with the shout of 
triumph :— 

“The Kingdom of the world is become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of His Christ ; and He shall reign for 
ever and ever—” a passage which definitely marks 
the stability and continuity of God’s purpose. 

Then will be the Millennium so long prophesied, 
the good time which the Palestinian Hebrews were 
prematurely expecting at our Lord’s first appearing, 
and the golden age for which the whole creation 
yearns and waits. This is the time referred to by 
the writer of the 82nd Psalm, when he said :— 

** Arise, O God, judge the earth, for Thou shalt 
inherit all the nations.” 

Short as this Psalm of Asaph is, we have in its 
four equal paragraphs as read in the revised version 
a wonderful peep behind the scenes. God judgeth 
among the gods of the second line, here Satan and 
his angels, to whom is committed the spiritual 
over-ruling of this world. But the wicked are 
prosperous, and the righteous are suffering, because 
a rebel is swaying his sceptre of iron over the 
groaning earth. Yet the great and loving God is 
patient and forbearing with the fallen angels, and 
He offers space for repentance. But apparently 
these invisible intelligencies are hopeless, and like 


A Telescopic View. 27 


reckless mad beings they rush hither and thither 
dragging man down to the level of the brute, 
helping on villainy, hindering every good work, and 


trying to make the earth like the hell which we 
are told is reserved for them. 


But though they are called ‘“‘ gods,” they shall 
die like the children of Adam, and fall like one of 
the short-lived princes of earth. The sentence 
will be carried out at the beginning of the Mil- 
lennium, when Satan will be bound in the abyss 
for 1,000 years, and then allowed another probation. 

This inspired Psalm closes with a prayer and a 
prediction— 


‘* Arise, O God, judge Thou the earth, 
For Thou shalt inherit all the nations.” 


When the time is ripe, the Lord Jesus will tran- 
slate the waiting souls of Paradise and earth (who 
shall be exactly the number of the fallen angels) 
and after a period of years He and His elect will 
justly take up the kingdom position that Satan and 
his fallen angels are now abusing. 

Jesus will then be the Prince of this World, and 
his Eccelesia in the air, or ‘‘ Kingdom of Heaven,” 
will take the honoured place of the fallen angels 
and will thus be the spiritual over-rulers of this 
world during the happy period of the Millennium, 

I can only barely hint at what will be the glorious 
state of things when Satan and his hosts shall be 
reserved in everlasting chains. Holy Gabriel said 
to the Virgin Mother of Jesus, ‘‘ Of his Kingdom 
there shall be no end.” 
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Zechariah said: ‘‘ His dominion shall be ’from 
sea to sea.” 

St. Paul said : ‘‘ Know ye not that the ‘saints’ 
shall judge or overrule the earth ?” (z.e, during the 
Millennium. 

Amos said: “I will bring again the captivity of 
My people Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities and inhabit them,” 

Isaiah said: “ The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them.” 

Ezekiel said: ‘‘There will be showers of 
blessing.” 

Think of it, dream of it, aye, gloat over the 
glorious prospect—God and man united, and every 
wrong thing righted ; the firmament cleared of the 
devil and his angels and demons; the ground freed 
from the remainder of the curse; the animal 
creation, with one exception (viz., the crawling 
serpent—a universal warning—whose meat shall 
still continue to have the flavour of dust *) freed 
from the curse; men living on in full physical 
strength for centuries; commerce consecrated to 
God ; profits going to the toilers; implements of 
war melted down to make implements of agri- 
culture; sin kept under; no wild beasts, all tame 
enough to be a child’s playfellow. ‘‘ They [either 
demons or men, or brute beasts] shall not hurt or 
destroy . . . . . for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.’ 


*Tsa. Ixv, 25. 
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‘* Something kindlier, higher, holier, 
All for each, and each for all: 
Earth at last a warless world, 
A single race, a single tongue. 


Every tiger madness muzzled 
Every serpent passion killed, 

Every grim ravine a garden, 
Every blazing desert tilled. 


Robed in universal harvest, 

Up to either pole she smiles ; 
Universal ocean softly 

Washing all her warless isles.” 


Ve 
THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST, 


Far back in the ages of the past, the Deity, so 
it seems to me, conceived the ideal of a perfected 
earth which should reach its consummation 
through a natural chain of evolutionary processes. 
What these processes were, let it be the province 
of science to investigate, though it must ever be 
remembered that evolution has its limitations, and 
only where the higher life has already been com- 
municated in germ to the lower, can the lower 
have the appearance of developing into the higher, 
when all the time and all the way it is really the 
higher that is apotheosizing the lower. The 
climax of the evolutionary chain, let it be assumed, 
was the preadamite man, perhaps the so-called 


“gods,” “ guardians,” ‘‘kindly ones‘ of Hesiod 
Cc 
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and Homer, and diamonia or demons their name 
in the New Testament, there being only one 
“devil,” but numberless ‘‘demons,” as_ the 
American version of the New Testament so 
sensibly shows. 

The Deity had already anticipated the coming 
on to the scene of the preadamite man, not only 
by providing his coal cellar, his medicine chest, 
and his food supply, but by the creation of Lucifer, 
the fairest, and wisest, and most beautiful of His 
creatures, who was to be the prophet, priest, and 
king of the new race. With Lucifer were associated 
vast legions of angels, who were to be ministering 
spirits, perhaps one to each of all the then inhabi- 
tants of earth. How long the world went on in 
harmony we have no means of knowing, but there 
is every reason to conclude, both from the study 
of Geology and Theology, that it had a sin-stained 
history, and came to a fearful end. Lucifer in his 
pride and power forgetting that God had reserved 
the sovereignty, directed the worship of the pre- 
adamites to himself, and the great majority of the 
angels with him left their higher plane and mingled 
unlawfully with the inhabitants of earth, making 
it a scene of outrage and rebellion against the 
Supreme, 

Hence a sudden catastrophe. The preadamites 
were disembodied, the sun was put out, and the 
stars were sealed, the bed of the sea was upraised 
into a table land, and the hitherto inhabited land 
became the new bed of the sea. ; 

“The earth became a waste and an emptied 
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place,” and may have remained so for ages for aught 
we know. Meanwhile a wonderful plan, known 
only to the Deity, was being arranged for the 
salvation of the world, and the evil hosts were to 
be the unconscious instruments in working out the 
plan, that is, they were still to be allowed to exercise 
a baneful influence on the human race, but all the 
time God would so order matters that the fittest 
members of the race should survive, surpass, and 
actually supplant them. Now let us follow the 
steps. The first chapter of Genesis records what 
human beings would call the miraculous restoration 
of the world to the pinnacle to which evolution 
had brought it ere sin brought with it defection, 
devolution, and degeneracy. 

The world was made to begin where it left 
off, apart from sin. Everything was as perfect or 
imperfect after its kind as formerly, and Adam and 
Eve were the top of creation, their pure, unsullied 
spirits shining through the veil of soul and flesh, 
rendering bodily clothing superfluous. They had 
soul communion with the animals, and spirit com- 
munion with the Deity; and Paradise was the 
miniature kingdom in which they had to work, and 
which they had to keep or guard. Thus their 
bodies would be developed by work (not labour, 
the offspring of sin); their souls, by mutual inter- 
course ; and their spirits by faith and obedience. 
God evidently gave them ‘theoretical knowledge of 
the evil they were to guard against—for ignorant 
innocence is no factor in development; but they 
were commanded on penalty of death not to have 
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practical knowledge of evil. Their bodily senses 
they were allowed to gratify to the full, but as a 
test (the same test which, particularly in our single 
days, applies to all) not as yet, if at all, their 
subordinated sexual feelings. ‘‘ Thou shalt not have 
experimental knowledge of evil.” How woman was 
the tempted and then the temptress we need not 
here enlarge on. Suffice it to say, they were tried 
and found wanting, and all through Lucifer, who 
was to be henceforth Satan (the adversary), or the 
Devil (the slanderer), who slanders God to men 
and men to God. 

Once more sin came into the world and death 
by sin, for death in the Scripture sense is separa- 
tion. The moment our first parents sinned their 
spirits died, were separated, were alienated from 
God. And the greater including the less, the 
whole of the human trinity died. And so, though 
Adam and Eve were originally created in the 
likeness of God, they begat, and caused to be be- 
gotten, children in their own likeness, that is with 
spirits, souls and bodies which had forfeited the 
gift of original righteousness, having exchanged it 
for the garment of original sin. Then it was that 
the Deity began to hint of the mystery which was 
not to be fully revealed until the New Testament 
times. Talk of the first and second chapters of 
Genesis being a fable? Why, we get the outline of 
the Gospel plan 4,000 years before it was unfolded. 


1. The promised Saviour was tobe the woman’s 


seed, to have an earthly mother but no earthly 
father. 
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2. He wasto have two advents. The first would 
be an advent that would end in the “ bruising ” on 
the Cross. The second, an advent that would 
ultimately mean for Satan and his rebel hosts the 
bruising of complete subjugation and destruction. 


3. That in the meantime there should be the 
Ecclesia (God’s generation) side by side with the 
World (the Devil’s generation) and that they should 
be at variance one with another, the Devil’s seed, 
those who manifest a spirit of independent pride 
like their father, and reject God’s way of life: 
God’s generation or the woman’s seed, Jesus in the 
first instance, and then who all are linked on to 
Him by Repentance, Faith and Obedience. 

But the full revelation of the mystery did not 
appear until Calvary became the centre of the 
universe, and Christ, the son of woman and the 
Son of God, became the cynosure of the universe. 

To sum up shortly, Satan and his innumerable 
hosts who occupy the Kingdom of Heaven or the 
Kingdom in the air, have grievously sinned and so 
must bear the consequences. They will one day 
be supplanted by the Ecclesia, the called-out body, 
the elect on character, with Christ at their head. 
The number who fell is known only to God. When 
that same number has been gathered into the 
Ecclesia—expectant and militant both—Christ 
will descend into the Kingdom in the air to take 
the place of Satan, and the elect members of the 
Ecclesia, according to their degree or conformity 
with Christ’s character, will occupy the varying 
places of the fallen angels. To put it forcibly, the 
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exalted fallen angels shall be debased, and the 
living members of the Ecclesia shall be exalted 
to their plane, a higher state of perfection and 
happiness than that from which man fell. 

The only way whereby Christ could wrest the 
abused crown of sovereignty was through the 
Incarnation, and the Cross, Before honour was 
humility. And ‘‘No Cross, no Crown” is ever 
the law for His followers—the Cross of Christ in 
the first place; the Cross of Self-sacrifice all the 
way ; the Crown of Glory at the last. 

Satan, with all his prescience, was ignorant of 
this, and his temptations, which he intended to be 
steps downward, were overruled in our Lord’s 
case, as they are overruled in the case of every 
living member of the Church, to be steps upward 
in a development, an evolution towards a goal 
which it had never entered into the mind of angel 
or man to conceive. 

And this is the new significance which I venture 
to give to the heading of this chapter, ‘‘ Survival 
of the Fittest,” varying degrees of the Life Eternal 
conferred on those who were made fit in the Uni- 
versity of Time. 


*TwIxtT Two ETERNITIES. 


There is but one God, and there is only one 
devil. God is good, and the devil, originally created 
good, has become the author of evil. ‘The earth 
is the Lord’s, and all that therein is,’ but to the 
devil before he fell was committed the overruling 
Princedom, The reason why the world is all awry 
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is because ‘‘an enemy has done this,” viz., the 
devil and his agents. 

Satan’s conspiracy is world-wide. Long before 
Jesus was born he produced his mock Saviours, 
and travestied the prophesied events of the Incar- 
nation in so many cases that men of intellectual 
power have been deluded into saying that Chris- 
tianity is of heathen origin. The devil is the great 
imitator of God's plans, and will be so to the end, 
deceiving even the very elect. Why doesn’t God 
kill the devil? Think! Why doesn’t a father kill 
the favourite child of his love when he does amiss ? 
The devil is perhaps the highest creature of God 
known to us, and he must be allowed to run his 
period of probation like the rest of us. But the 
devil is neither infallible nor omnipresent, and so 
he doesn’t know everything. Accordingly he 
thought he was ruining our race, when he was 
really raising it and ruining himself, thus necessi- 
tating that our human nature should be taken up 
into the Divine, constituting the God and man, one 
Christ, Who should ultimately supplant him. 

But why didn’t God make men incapable of 
sinning ? Because man was to be a human trinity, 
not an animal, a machine, or a mere automaton. 
Better, so far as spiritual growth and development 
are concerned, to have sinned than never to have 
been tempted. It is not sinning that eternally 
matters, it is sinning and not repenting. Here 
comes in the plan of salvation, philosophical as it 
is wonderful. Repentance is a turning from anda 
turning to. We turn from sin to the Saviour, from 
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Satan to God, from the method of self-reliance to 
God-reliance. And God-reliance is Faith, personal 
acting trust, and Faith develops into faithfulness 
or Obedience, and spiritual evolution begins. 

Repentance, like St. John the Baptist, prepares 
the way of the Lord; Faith, like St. Andrew, 
brings us to the Lord. Obedience is walking step 
by step with the Lord in the Spirit, as St. Paul 
exhorted himself and the Galatians (v. 25). 

What we might have given to God at the first 
we learn to give Him at the last ; namely, Obed- 
ience, and our encomium is not “ Well done, thou 
good and successful, but good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of Him who was obedient 
from first to last.” 

But religion is even more than Repentance, 
Faith, and Obedience. It is a marriage of the 
human spirit to life, and life in the Scripture sense 
is a coherence with God, as spiritual death is aliena- 
tion from God. Our spirits are born “dead.” Being 
born in sin we are born into Satan’s Kingdom of 
Death. By the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (which 
is not necessarily accompanied by the symbol of 
Water, though it ought to be) we are regenerated, 
re-born, born from above, into Christ’s Kingdom 
of Life. And just as when we put a sponge into 
the water, the water comes into the sponge, so 
when we enter the Fountain of Life, the very life 
of Him Who 1s the Fountain of Life, enters into 
us. And it is the realisation of this which makes 
life worth living. Incidentally, I think we make a 
mistake in making too much of the natwral birth- 
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days. What we ought to observe and to teach the 
children of the Church to observe, is the new birth- 
day, when we are born again, and Christ’s life 
becomes our life. 

This subjective life is a fire on the altar of the 
heart, to be kept continually burning by watching, 
tending, and feeding. 

Here come in the ordinances of Religion, and 
especially the Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Christ. Adam’s life, had he remained sinless, 
would have been renewed bya sacramental food of 
immortality, symbolised by the Tree of Life. The 
Christian’s Tree of Life is the Cross, bearing 
precious fruit for the healing and renewing of the 
nations, and it is only by habitually eating that 
fruit, or, in other words, by assimilating Christ’s 
life, that the development of the inward man pro- 
ceeds, until one day, shuffling off this mortal coil, 
as the butterfly casts away its outer coverings, 
out goes the beautiful spirit in its translucent, 
ethereal, psychical body from the body of its 
humiliation, and wings its flight toward Him in 
whom it lived, and lives, and ever will live, and 
moves, and hasits being. I write “toward” Him 
advisedly, for, this life over, we go, not to Heaven, 
where God peculiarly is, or to its antipodes Hell, 
where God peculiarly is not, but to Hades (the 
‘hell’ of the Apostles’ Creed), a protected place, 
and a “tarrying-place,” where the devil is not. 
After the breath has departed from the body, the 
spirit in the soul goes to its place in the place of 
waiting, and progresses there, we may suppose, if 
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a member of the Ecclesia, until Christ’s kingdom 
approaches, which will be before the Millennium, 
or if among the “ incorrigibles,” until summoned 
to the awful Bar of God, which will be after the 
Millennium. But though it is a place of waiting, I 
doubt not that, like this world, it is a place of 
opportunities, a place where the heathen, unbap- 
tised infants, and the prematurely dead, who never 
had their proper chances on Earth, shall be 
justly treated at the hands of the Judge of all the 
Earth, Who, whatever else happens, shall do right. 
Depend upon it, the spiritually poor shall have the 
Gospel preached to them by their compeers on 
Earth, and even in Paradise, until time shall be 
no more, and rest assured that whenever or wher- 
ever a vagabond spirit comes to an end of itself, 
and says “I will arise and goto my Father,” the 
bells of Heaven will ring for a son returning from 
the wild. 

But God has set a bound upon time, as well as 
upon all material structures, species and indi- 
viduals alike. That is the culminating point of 
the ages we may pray for in the second petition of 
the Lord’s Prayer. ‘‘ Thy Kingdom come ”’—when 
Satan and Sin and Death shall be destroyed; the 
mediatorial office of Christ no longer needed ; and 
God shall be All in All without interruption, 
without intervention, and without opposition. 
Meanwhile, says Carlyle, “The foolishest articu- 
late-speaking soul now extant, may not he say to 
himself, ‘A whole eternity I waited to be born; 
and now I have a whole eternity waiting to see 
what I will do when born.’ ”’ 
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It is open to the creatures of time to doubt, 
disbelieve, neglect, reject, God’s way of Life, playing 
such antics and writing such books before High 
Heaven as make the angels weep; and how shall 
we escape if we so do, for “ God [out of Christ] is 
a consuming fire” ? 

On the other hand, a different course is open 
before us. We may be born again. We may find 
in the New Head of the Race our Sacrifice, our 
Example, our Life. To us to live may be Christ, 
then to die will be gain, for “ God [in Christ] is 
Love” to all eternity, and our place in higher and 
better conditions will be ready for us when we are 
ready for the place. 

** Behold I set before you the way of life, and the 
way of death.” 

‘“‘He that hath the Son hath life, and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life” (z John 
v.12). What has he then? Existence! mere 
existence, material existence, animal existence, 
something Revelation will not dignify with even 
the name of life. 

He breathes, and labours, and sleeps, he eats 
and drinks, and rises up to play; he pursues the 
goddess Fortune, and the phantom Pleasure, and 
then he dies; aye, dies without having lived— 
and then—Oh God, that men should so despise 
Thy gift of Life! And then comes the great awak- 
ing on the other side. Such is life, such is death, and 
such the great hereafter. Men may scoff and 
sneer ; the fool may say in his heart, ‘‘ There is no 
God’; the bigger fool still may say, ‘‘ There'll be 
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no Judgment” ; anda monist monomaniac may 
write it in a book, but can that alter the irrevo- 
cable fact that for every man there’ll be a reaping 
by-and-bye ? 

To say that an individual all through his days 
by wanton vice, deliberate cruelty, or culpable 
neglect, can make life a hell to those around him, 
be they few or be they many, and then vanish into 
nothingness, is neither justice nor is it common 
sense. ‘‘Be not deceived, God is not mocked. 
Whatsoever a man soweth, that [nothing less and 
nothing more] shall he also reap.” This is an 
eternal fiat, and the scoffers promised us in abun- 
dance in the last days cannot alter it. 


‘“‘ Man’s deeds in this world done 
Are paid beyond the sun, 
As water on the root 
Is seen above in fruit.” 


AI 


PART Il. 
A MICROSCOPIC VIEW. 


THE object of this section is to demonstrate that 
the religion of the Bible is from God, and divinely 
adapted to promote the greatest present and 
eternal good of the human family. ‘‘ An American 
citizen,” in a closely-reasoned book of nearly two 
hundred pages, entitled ‘‘ The Philosophy of the 
Plan of Salvation ” (still published by the Religious 
Tract Society, price 1s. 6d.), has done this so well 
that I can only do justice to it by adopting and 
adapting its unique method, as well as much of its 
salient matter. Having carefully analysed the 
book a quarter of a century ago, and preserved the 
original notes, Iam now enabled to give what I 
have ventured to terma microscopic view of God’s 
gracious underworking in human history. 


MAN’S BESETTING SIN. 


A preliminary statement of three important facts 
will, as it were, give the reader the right focus :— 


1. Man isareligious being. He wll worship. 
Of the whole family of men existing in all ages, 
scattered over the four quarters of the globe, there 
is scarcely one well-authenticated exception to the 
fact that, moved by an impulse of nature, or the 
force of circumstances, man worships something 
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which he believes to be endowed with the attributes 
of a superior being. 


2. Man by worshipping bccomes assimilated 
to the moral character of the object which he 
worships. The worshipper looks upon the character 
of the object worshipped as the standard of per- 
fection. He therefore condemns everything in 
himself which is wlike, and approves of everything 
which is like that character. So in China the 
priests say, ‘‘ Think of Buddha, and you will be 
transformed into Buddha. If men pray to Buddha, 
and do not become Buddha, it is because the mouth 
prays and not the mind.” 

Here then we have one great source which has 
developed the corruption of the family of man. 
Idolatry has ever been the great sin of the human 
race. It 1s, perhaps, the most unconquerable of 
all the corrupt propensities of the human entity, 
When the truth is once realised that idolatry is 
communion with demons, rather than with the 
Deity (1 Cor. x. 20) one can see the raison d’etre 
of the danger signal which ‘the second command- 
ment should be to all sections of the Christian 
Church, Yet, miracles under the new dispensation 
had scarcely ceased before idolatrous forms were 
again superinduced upon the pure spirituality of 
the Holy Gospel; and in the Papist Church and 
among its apists the curse still continues. 
Objects of worship have all along been originated 
or demoniacally inspired, being generally of a 
character to corrupt the heart. Thus, even in these 
modern days, sins are suggested, allowed, and 
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enjoined, of which it isa shame to speak. Now 
we come to the statement of our third fact. 


3. There were no means within the reach ot 
human power or wisdom by which man could 
extricate himself from the evil of idolatry, either 
by an immediate or by a progressive series of 
efforts. 

Instead of man’s acquiring the power or the dis- 
position to destroy idolatry as the race became 
older, idolatry from its first entrance into the world 
gained power to destroy him, Conspicuous objects 
of creative power and wisdom, like the sun, moon, 
and stars, received the first idolatrous homage. 
Afterward a Divinity was supposed to reside in 
other objects, then images were formed and wor- 
shipped, and abominations domoralising in the 
extreme were the accompaniments. 

Seneca exclaimed, ‘“ How great now is the 
madness of men; they lisp the most abominable 
of prayers, and if a man is found listening they 
are silent. What a man ought not to hear, they 
do not blush to relate to the gods.” And Cicero 
wrote, ‘‘Instead of the transfer to man of that 
which is Divine, they transferred human sins to the 
gods, and then experienced again the necessary 
reaction.” 

Thus the gratification of man’s instinctive pro- 
pensities in a wrong way inevitably strengthened 
the corruption of his nature and the evil became 
greater every age. 

Whence and how was relief to come? Whence? 
Certainly not from man himself. If relief was to 
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come at all it must come from a being superior to 
those who had led mankind astray. How? Well, 
the first thing necessary to be accomplished was 
that a pure object of worship should be placed 
before the eye of the soul; and the second was 
that whena holy object was revealed, the revelation 
should be accompanied with sufficient power to 
influence men to forsake their former worship and 
to worship the holy object made known to them. 
It follows that man must remain acorrupt idolater 
for ever, unless God interpose in his behalf. Let 
us see if He has done this. 


THE PLAN OF SALVATION. 


About the period when the corruptions of idolatry 
were becoming generally prevalent, Abraham 
was extricated by Divine interposition. He was 
assured that his descendants should suffer a long 
bondage, and afterward become a numerous 
pation. And so we find them in Egypt, bound by 
blood, by interest, feeling, hopes, fears, by bondage 
and by faith. Now watch the moulding of this 
prepared material by the great Master Hand. 
Their minds were in the infancy of knowledge re- 
specting God and human duty, and they had to 
pass by God’s usual method—from elementary 
principles, by consecutive steps, through all the 
stages of their education. The first lesson is in 
Ex, i. 13-14. “I AM hath sent me unto you.” 
Tell them the first truth that God 1s—God exists, 
I AM—Jehovah—the God of the Israelites. What 
God was, besides His existence thus revealed, was 
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afterward to be learnt. The next lesson was that 
they should recognise Jehovah as the only living 
and true God, since apparently belief in the 
plurality of gods was common to the Israelites, as 
well as to all nations. 

Here miracles greater than the miracles supposed 
to be wrought by the gods of the Egyptians had 
to be introduced, for man cannot in the present 
constitution of his mind have sufficient reason 
for believing that Religion has a Divine origin 
unless it be accompanied with miracles. There- 
fore, the miracles, or ten plagues of Egypt, were 
all directed against the gods of Egypt, ¢.g., the 
Old Serpent, the Nile, Beelzebub, brute beasts, 
Typhon, Serapis, Isis, and Osiris—(Ex. xii, 12), 
in such an obvious way, that the false views and 
corrupt habits of the Hebrews were, for the time 
being, in a great measure removed ; for they must 
have learnt the lesson that Jethro, in one trans- 
lation, is said to have brought home to them: 
‘‘Now you can perceive how much greater the 
Ever-Living is than all their gods, by the events 
with which He overwhelmed them ” (Ex. xviii. 11.). 
Before I proceed further, I ask the reader to bear 
in mind this principle—‘“ When the circumstances 
of an individual are such that he is exposed to 
constant suffering and great danger, the more 
afflictive his situation, the more grateful love will 
he feel for affection and benefits received under 
such circumstances.” 

Now, God wanted ‘the love of us poor human 


beings, and so He must needs win it. On one 
D 
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side was Pharaoh, the oppressor, and the possible 
slayer of their firstborn of children and cattle ; 
on the other, the God of Abraham, who had 
appeared as their Deliverer. At one time the God 
of Abraham seems by His judgments to have 
forced the oppressor to relent and let the people 
go. At this point hope and encouragement pre- 
dominate in their minds. But Pharaoh renews his 
cruelty, and when their hopes are sinking, God 
appears again; and this state of exciting suspense 
being continued, was just a training school for 
their affections towards the Great Deliverer. At 
last they are thrust out of the country, laden with 
the gifts of the people; but the greatest trial and 
training were before them. Pharaoh pursued them 
and there seemed nothing for them but destruction 
in the sea or else on the land. 

Man’s extremity being God’s opportuuity, 
Jehovah again appears as their Deliverer. The 
bosom of the pathless sea is cleft by the power of 
God. The stricken waters recoil upon themselves 
on either side. The Israelites pass over in safety. 
The Egyptian hosts enter, and are overwhelmed 
by the returning waters. Being thus signally 
delivered, the people stand upon the other side of 
the sea, and their affection to Almighty God 
gushes forth in thanksgiving and praise: ‘I 
will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed 
gloriously, the horse and his rider hath he thrown 
into the sea, The Lord is my strength and song, 
and He is become my salvation. He is my God, 
and I will prepare Him a habitation—my fathers’ 
God, and I will exalt Him ” (Ex. xv.), 
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In this way the attention of the whole nation was 
turned to the true God. An impression of His 
goodness was fixed deeply in their memory, and 
their affections were drawn out and fastened upon 
the true object of worship. But as yet having 
never possessed any national organization, they 
were without laws, either civil or moral. So as 
man cannot discover and establish a perfect rule 
of human duty himself, God must needs reveal to 
the Israelites a law for the regulation of their 
conduct in morals and religion. Hence God gave 
His chosen people, through Moses, a rule of life— 
the Moral Law succinctly comprehended in the 
Ten Commandments. And as affectionate obe- 
dience is the only proper obedience, He coupled the 
facts which were fitted to produce affection with 
the command toobey: ‘‘Iamthe Lord thy God 
who brought thee out of the land of Egypt and 
from the house of bondage, therefore love Me and 
keep My commandments.” 

As yet the Hebrews were little acquainted with 
any attribute of Jehovah except His infinite power 
and goodness; but at a period when every nation 
by which they were surrounded worshipped unholy 
beings, how could the idea of God’s holiness be 
conveyed to the minds of God’s peculiar people? 


OBJECT LESSONS. 


Now all practical knowledge is conveyed to the 
understanding through the media of the senses, 
e.g., the children of Israel, seeing that the strength 
of an animal was exerted through its horn, 
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and of a man through his hand, adopted these 
words to’express their idea of power, and thus a 
well-known proverb is literally ‘‘Death and Life 
are in the hand of the tongue.” Another principle 
to have in mind is that ‘‘ All ideas which admit of 
the signification of more or most perfect, can be 
originated only by a comparison of one object 
with another.” Thusone flower may be called 
lovely, another more lovely, and the rose, if you 
like, the most lovely; and the idea of the superior 
beauty of the rose would be originated by the com- 
parison or contrast between it and other flowers 
of less beauty. With these two principles before 
us, let us see how the idea of God’s holiness was 
conveyed to the mind. 

At the outset, the animals common to Palestine 
were divided into clean and unclean. From the 
pure class one was selected for sacrifice, and it 
must be without spot or blemish. Therefore it 
was in their eyes purer than the other class, and 
purer than other individuals of its own class. 
Further, THEY must present the sacrifice; the 
pure animal purified was then to be offered by the 
purified priest. Where? Notin the windowless 
Holy of Hollies, illumined by the Presence of God, 
but in the court outside. And not only jin the 
sacrifices, but throughout the whole Levitical 
economy the idea of purity pervaded all its cere- 
monies and observances to such an extent that 
the nation generally formed the new idea that God 
not only was of infinite power and goodness, but 
that He was all holy, of too pure eyes to look 
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upon iniquity. And so, after their manner, they 
passed over the Hebrew word meaning “ purified 
for sacred uses” (which they used in the Taber- 
nacle service), to express the moral purity or 
holiness of God, and this is the word whose 
meaning is passed over into the Saxon term 
“Holy,” shorn of its original meaning, whole or 
wholly. So it has come about that our present 
idea of the holiness of God is just the same as that 
originated by the Levitical ceremonies. 

But Israel in the wilderness had to learn further 
the ideas of God’s justice and mercy ; and these 
were brought home to them in the sacrifices in 
which death was inflicted. When an individual 
brought a sacrifice he delivered it to the priest, to 
be slain. He then laid his hands upon its head ; 
thereby, in a form well understood, transferring to 
it his sins; and then the life of the sacrifice was 
taken as a substitute for his own life, its blood 
being sprinkled to make atonement for the soul. 
He was thus taught that the transgression of the 
law, or any act of sin against God, was worthy 
of death, and that the sacrifice suffered that 
penalty in his stead. Here, in an object lesson, 
was shown the Justice of God, in that the wages 
of sin is the death of the soul, and His Mercy, too, 
was shown in that God pardoned the sinner if he 
confessed his sin, acknowledged the life of his soul 
forfeit, and offered the life of the sacrifice as his 
substitute. 

Other exhibitions were made to the senses, 
designed to produce right ideas, or to correct 
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erroneous ones, until the time came when the 
greatest object lesson of all was to be given. 

Thus it was that God Himself became manifest 
in the flesh, and by His example, rather than His 
precepts, or rather by practising His precepts before 
the eyes of men, He gave a perfect and final 
system of instruction to mankind—a final and 
perfect revelation of duty toGod and man—which 
should last for all time. The example of an angel, 
or of any being of a different order from man, would 
have been of no benefit to the human family. 
Human nature could be perfected only by having 
and following a perfect model of human nature. 
That perfect model was Jesus Christ, the Son of 
Man, and the Son of God; and the Law not only 
served as pupils’ attendant to bring us to Him, 
but also as a literal ‘‘causeway” to bring Him 
to us. All the time and all the way God was 
working out through lesser purposes, His one 
great purpose tosave the world. The method may 
seem slow to creatures of time, but it was in con- 
sequence all the more sure. The first promise 
made to man (Gen, ili. 15) wasn’t fulfilled for four 
thousand years, and the second (Jude 14,15) has 
yet to be fulfilled. But the second coming is as 
sure as the first, and will be bound to take place 
when ‘‘the fulness of time” has come. Mean- 
while each dispensation is a preparatory school for 
the next in succession; in fact, a schoolmaster, 
pedagogue, or pupils’ attendant, to bring us to 
Christ, and a “ causeway ”’ to bring Christ to us. 


A Microscopic View. 51 


THE Law LEADING TO CHRIST. 


The foundation principle of the Sceptics is that 
** All knowledge is derived through the media of 
the senses, and that as God is not an object of sense, 
men can have no knowledge of His being or attri- 
butes.” 

A short recapitulation will show that the truth 
of revealed religion has been firmly established 
upon their own proposition, 

In the old dispensation we have seen the un- 
folding of God’s plan in disciplining the Hebrews, 
and in imparting first ideas. They were disciplined 
and instructed by a course of providences to further 
the plan of God for saving the world. At first 
God only revealed His Existence to them. ‘*‘I AM’ 
hath sent me unto you.” But gradually through 
the miracles in Egypt, they began to know some- 
thing of His attributes of power and goodness, 
until having been signally delivered in the Red 
Sea, new ties of gratitude and love were called 
forth, and they sang of God as their Protector and 
Saviour. Then, having no national or social organi- 
zation, they were ready and waiting for that system 
of moral instruction and civil polity which God 
might reveal. The great lesson they had to learn 
in an age when every nation worshipped unholy 
beings, and were made worse in consequence, was 
that not only was their God the one living and 
true God, but that He was all holy, and was of too 
pure eyes to look unconcernedly upon iniquity. 
. This lesson, we have seen, was duly enforced in 
the minds of the Israelites by the machinery of the 
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Levitical Dispensation. The camp was purified, 
the people were purified and repurified, the pure 
animal was purified, and only the purified priest 
was allowed to offer the sacrifice, and even he 
couldn’t do it in the Holy of Holies, where God’s 
“ awe-ful” presence was manifested, but must do 
it in the outside court. Then as they stood praying 
in the outer court of the Tabernacle, and beheld 
the dark volumes of smoke ascending from the 
fire that consumed the sacrifice which was burning 
in their stead, the further ideas of God’s Justice 
(a consuming fire to sinners) and God’s Mercy, 
shown in that their souls were allowed to escape 
through a vicarious atonement, were brought home 
to them; and thus they became more and more 
prepared bythe Old Dispensation—their Heaven- 
devised pupils’ attendant to bring them to Christ— 
for the New Dispensation, when types and shadows 
should have their ending, and when a final and 
perfect revelation of God should be given in Jesus 
Christ. 

Gradually the old bottles of the Old Dispen- 
sation were put on one side, and when the last 
bottle was broken in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
with the consequent abolishment of the offering 
for sin, the Jews were shut up to this alternative, 
‘“‘ Accept of Christ’s sacrifice, or you have no pro- 
pitiation for your sins,””. Thereupon the new wine 
of the New Dispensation had to be put into the 
new bottles of a new spiritual system. 
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JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 


There are two ways in which truth can be 
brought into contact with the mind. The one is 
sometimes called knowledge, the other, faith or 
belief of testimony. In the earlier and ruder ages 
men were necessarily moved more by knowledge 
derived from their own observation and experience 
through their senses, but as mankind increased in 
number, important truth was conveyed by one 
man or one generation communicating their expe- 
rience, and another man or another generation 
receiving it by belief in their testimony. 

Now it is well known that, ‘‘Of facts which are 
the subjects of personal observation every time 
when they are experienced, the effect upon the soul 
grows less; while, on the contrary, those facts 
which are received by Faith produce, every time 
they are realised, a greater effect upon the soul.” 
By constant sight the effect of objects seen grows 
less ; by constant faith the effect of objects believed 
in grows greater. This being true, it follows that 
faith would be the method best adapted to bring 
the sublime truths of the New Dispensation to 
bear upon the souls of men. Hence it is that 
Justification by Faith is the foundation doctrine 
of our Christian Religion. 

See the power of faith. 

Faith governs the conscience. A true conscience 
depends ona true faith. If a Roman Catholic 
believes it right to pray to the Virgin, if an English 
Catholic believes it right to pray to God only, 
the one conscience will approve what the other 
condemns. 
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Faith governs the affections, When the soul 
believes that certain lovely and excellent qualities 
are possessed by another, and especially when 
they are carried towards it, the affections like a 
magnetised needle tremble with life and turn 
toward their object. Then so soon as the affections 
move toward an object, the will is proportionately 
influenced to please and benefit that object, or if a 
superior being, to obey his will and secure his 
favour. The fact then is apparent that the conduct 
of man’s life is influenced by what he believes, and 
thus that most absurd and injurious adage which 
people are always quoting, that it makes no differ- 
ence what a man believes if only he be sincere, is 
justly entitled toa long vacation. The belief of 
falsehood influences one’s temporal and social in- 
terests. Why, it was just through the belief on 
the part of the Saxons that the Normans were 
really retreating, when they were only feigning 
retreat, that the battle of Hastings was won and 
the political destinies of Britain decided. And it 
is the same in private life. You are jenamoured 
by a prospectus. You believe all it says. You 
embark all your money, and when you have lost it 
all you learn that prospectus!promise is not com- 
pany performance. But you also learn that how- 
ever sincere you were, a bad faith produces a bad 
result. Likewise the belief of falsehood in relation 
to spiritual things destroys man’s spiritual interests. 
Why was heathendom, why *s heathendom filled 
with ignorance, impurity and crime? Because 
the soul cannot hold communion with beings 
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believed to be unholy and not itself become corrupt. 
The living God has connected evil with the belief 
of falsehood, and good with the belief of truth ; 
and the more sincerely a man believes truth the 
more certainly and powerfully are his interests 
advanced. But the grand difficulty is this, Truth, 
whether sanctioned by conscience or not, has no 
power to produce what God has always wanted 
from His creatures, viz., love in the heart. Under 
the Old Dispensation He won their affections by 
the deliverances wrought for them, but it was love 
only in the hearts of a section, and not in the mass 
of mankind. How then under the New Dispen- 
sation, and in conformity with its spiritual and 
universal character could the affections of the soul 
be awakened by faith and fixed upon God as their 
proper object ? 

The principle has been stated, which everyone 
will recognise as true in their own experience, that 
the more we feel the need of a benefactor, temporal 
or spiritual, and the more we feel our inability to 
rescue ourselves from existing difficulties and im- 
pending dangers, the more grateful love will the 
heart feel forthe being who, moved by kindness, 
and in despite of personal sacrifices, interferes to 
assist and save us. We have seen that under the 
Old Covenant the Israelites were placed in circum- 
stances o! abject need, and from this condition of 
suffering and sorrow God delivered them, and thus 
drew their hearts to Himself. 

\ How could this feeling of abject need be put in 
the soul under the New Covenant, for until that 
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need was felt there could be little love towards 
the Spiritual Benefactor? Well, at the advent of 
Jesus, the Roman world was in precisely the 
condition which was necessary to prepare it for 
His doctrines, The Jews had the moral law written 
in their Scriptures, and the Gentiles had its require- 
ments written upon their hearts. But the moral 
law was generally applied (as the civil law) not 
to the acts of the spirit, but to the acts of the 
body. It was applied to the external conduct of 
men, not to the internal life. And thus a man 
might be a devil in his thoughts, feelings, and 
desires, but so long as he maintained an outward 
conformity to the Law, he adjudged himself and 
was adjudged by others as a saint. Now Jesus 
applied the Divine Law directly to the naked 
soul, He entered the secret recesses of the spirit’s 
tabernacle; he flashed the light of the Divine 
Law upon the awful secrets known only to the 
soul itself, and with the voice of a God he spoke 
to the “I,” the ego, at the very centre of things. 
‘“‘Thou shalt not will, nor desire, nor feel 
wickedly!” Then, having shown that all the 
wrong exercises of the soul were sin against God, 
and that the soul was in a guilty condition under 
the condemnation of the Divine Law, he then 
directed the attention to the spiritual consequences 
of this guilt. These, being portrayed in awful 
figures, were exclusion from the kingdom and 
presence of God, a penalty which involved age-long 
spiritual suffering, or destruction of the soul itself. 
What could allthis do but produce that conviction 
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of sin, and hence that condition of mind which 
alone could prepare man to love a spiritual de- 
liverer, the Law and the Truth being exhibited by 
Christ in the manner adapted to produce the con- 
dition of soul pre-requisite to the exercise of 
affection for spiritual deliverance? Now, as God 
was the author of the Law, andas He is the only 
proper object both of supreme love and happiness, 
and as man could not be happy in obeying the 
Law without loving its Author, it follows that the 
thing now necessary.in order that man’s affections 
might be fixed upon the proper object of love and 
obedience was, that the supreme God should by 
self-denying kindness manifest spiritual mercy to 
those who feel their spiritual needs, and thus 
draw to Himself the love and worship of mankind, 

And this He must do, and did, in a way whereby 
His Justice and Mercy were both exalted. ‘‘ God 
was in Christ,” says the apostle, ‘‘ reconciling the 
world to Himself,” 7.e., God was in Christ, acting 
in Christ, doing those things that would restore to 
Himself the obedience and affection of everyone 
who believed. Surely it isn’t too much to say that 
no human being can exercise full taith in these 
truths and not love the Saviour. Jesus Himself 
proclaimed that the believer should have within 
him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life. Which means that he that believeth in Christ 
crucified will have the hard heart within him struck 
by the rod of faith, and in his soul there will be a 
Well of pure and living affection springing up to 
God for ever. 
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The moral feelings of God were manifested by 
the sacrifice of Christ; and that manifestation 
through the flesh affects the moral feelings of man, 
assimilates them to God, and produces an aversion 
to sin, the abominable thing which God hates. 
Blessed Faith! which, while it purifies the heart, 
works by the sweet influence of love in accom- 
plishing the justification of the sinner and the 
sanctification of the saint. Here and now, hence- 
forward and ever, we have faith in God, faith in 
Jesus Christ and in Him crucified. Faith in that 
all-prevailing sacrifice will avail us in life, it will 
certainly avail us in death, and it will most cer- 
tainly avail us at the Bar of Judgment, when, 
having no merits of our own to plead, we can 
plead the merits of our Saviour, and put them 
on as our white robe of atonement or covering ; 
and thus arrayed, enter into the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. 


REJECTION OR ACCEPTANCE. 


A quarter of a century ago, Archbishop Benson 
of Canterbury, had to reject or accept an invitation 
to ‘The World’s Parliament of Religions,” held 
at Chicago; and this was part of his reply: “The 
difficulties which I myself feel are not questions of 
distance and convenience, but rest on the fact that 
the Christain Religion is the one Religion. I do not 
understand how that Religion can be regarded asa 
member of a Parliament of Religions without 
assuming the equality of the other interested 
members, and the parity of their position and 


A Microscopic View 59 


claims.” These brave, outspoken, and uncompro- 
mising words remind one of St. Paul’s dictum to the 
Corinthians, to the effect that ‘‘ Though there be 
that are called Religions (gods), whether in heaven 
or in earth (as there be gods many, and lords many) : 
but to us there is but one God or religion, the 
Religion of the Bible—Christianity—the only 
Religion that can trustworthily offer to save. Con- 
sider the meaning: Re, back, again: Ligo, to 
bind—the binding back of the alienated soul to 
God—and then mention, if you can, any other form 
of worship but Christianity, by whatever name it 
may be called, which can bring about such a blessed 
reconciliation. There is but one Religion worthy of 
the name, only one sacred Book sealed with the 
seven seals of God. No other so-called Religion 
gives men a Saviour anointed of God; competent 
as Prophet, Priest, and King; the way of God to 
man, the way of men to God; no other Faith, 
however ancient, and boasting however many 
millions of adherents, can supply such a firm 
standing place for life, such a pillow for the dying 
head, as Spurgeon found in those five words which 
St. Paul would rather speak with the understand- 
ing than a thousand words in an unknown 
tongue :— 


“ CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS.” 


Christianity gives us the only trustworthy Book, 
the only perfect Personality, the only saving bond 
between the sinner and the Saviour. An American 
evangelist, speaking at the Congress, said, “I take 
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Lady Macbeth on my right hand, and her husband 
on my left, and we three walk down here. I turn 
to Mohammedinism; ‘Can you wash our red 
hands?’ I turn to Confucianism, Buddhism, and 
Brahminism: ‘Can you washour red hands?’ It 
is acertainty that except Christianity there is no 
Religion under Heaven that effectively provides 
for the peace of the soul.” 


Ex 


AKL Wd. 
A STEREOSCOPIC: VIEW. 


A STEREOSCOPE iS an optical instrument for 
blending into one image two pictures of an object 
from slightly different points of view so as to pro- 
duce upon the eye the impression of “relief.” The 
word itself means ‘‘seeing solid,” that is, in three 
dimensions rather than two. Now, the Bible 
dealing with the same things in their visible and 
invisible aspects demands a blending of vision 
analogous to that of the stereoscope; and the 
result produced on the mind of the sincere truth- 
seeker is simply one of ‘‘ relief.” Things heavenly 
have their earthly aspect, and things earthly have 
their heavenly aspect. When things are thus 
twofold, it will readily be allowed that descriptive 
words or sentences may have a wider or narrower 
meaning according to the intended limitation or 
application. 

As the Son of Man, our Lord said, ‘‘ My Father 
is greater than I.” As the Son of God, He said, 
“IT and My Father are one.” Speaking of its 
heavenly aspect He could say, “ My Kingdom is 
not of this world.” Thinking of its earthly aspect 
He bade us pray, ‘“‘ Thy Kingdom come on earth 
as it is in heaven.” Such apparently partial, con- 
trary, or double statements can only be correctly 
blended by a sort of stereoscopic vision which 
makes the full truth of things objectively real 
to us. E 
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The prospect now before us is to see, as through 
a stereoscope, God in human history, working 
through a Kingdom ever unfolding, ever growing, 
and ever extending as the sands of time have been 
running out to mark the ever-nearer approach of 
the King, and of the new age and dispensation He 
will inaugurate and overrule. 


‘‘ Behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own.” 


‘It is a far greater thing to live in the assurance 
of what God is always thinking than to know what 
He may be doing at a particular moment.” This 
profound remark by Dr. Jowett takes us at once 
to our Bible—the whole of it—where God’s think- 
ings, His plans for humanity, are so plainly and 
irrevocably laid down from the beginning that 
they cannot be discounted by the action of earth’s 
inhabitants, upon whom He looks as ‘‘grass- 
hoppers.” The popular belief that God has 
changed His plans, His purpose, and His people, 
is a popular delusion, a belittling of the Omnipo- 
tent and a denial of the truth about Him which 
the Holy Spirit Himself inspired His chosen to 
give us in writing (see Mal. ili. 6, Lam. iii. 22, 
Numb, xxiv. 19, 1 Sam. xv. 29, and Micah vii. 20). 
True, the plan in part has been a ‘ mystery” 
hidden, and a close ‘‘secret’’; but ‘‘ The secret 
of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He 
will show them His covenant.” Now, God’s think- 
ing and revelation, alike in both Testaments, were 
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concerning ‘‘ The Kingdom”; and this is the real, 
compact and visible aggregation of men and 
women that is kept in relief from beginning to 
end. No one has seen the Father at any time. 
The Son therefore revealed Him in both Testa- 
ments, and what was ever in the Son’s thoughts 
was in the Father’s, viz., the Kingdom of God or 
the Kingdom of the Heavens. On this subject in 
particular the second Testament amplifies, ex- 
plains and fulfils the other, the Second Persona of 
the ever-blessed Trinity being the Divine Spokes- 
man throughout. Until this is realised the full 
connotation of the word Kingdom cannot be 
apprehended, or any intelligent definition at- 
tempted. Nowhere does the Bible tell us fully 
what the Kingdom 7s, though it shows us what it 
is like, thus guiding our thoughts aright. For 
instance, in St. Matt. xiii., likened to a sower of 
good seed devoured, scorched, choked, or mani- 
folded: to a sower of good wheat in a field in 
which his enemy clandestinely came and sowed 
tares: toa grain of mustard seed, small in its begin- 
ning, great inits ending: to leaven secretly working 
in meal: to buried treasure secured by purchasing 
the field where it is hidden: to a goodly pear! that 
was worth a merchant man’s all: and to a great 
fishing-net enclosing good and bad for the time 
being—the Kingdom of Heaven is mixed and con- 
cealed as to its subjects with a view to the ulti- 
mate separation of the good from the evil. 


THE KINGDOM ADVANCING. 
The coming of the Kingdom is one of the 
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hitherto hidden wonders of the world. Like the 
work of the sun, without commotion or display, 
God has been ever at work in human history, the 
Alpha, as He will be the Omega, of a Kingdom 
that will displace all others when, as Daniel’s 
Stone Kingdom grown into a great mountain 
kingdom, filling the earth, good shall triumph over 
all that is evil. 

We have the genesis of evil so far as the Adamic 
race is concerned in the opening chapters of the 
Bible, but we are also shown that evil’s author 
(spelt with a D in front) would after considerable 
resistance and delay be at last mortally wounded. 
But it will not suffice to overcome the Prince; his 
Kingdom of darkness, here and in the air, must be 
displaced by a Kingdom of light “that cannot be 
moved.” Accordingly ‘‘a grain of mustard seed,” 
as it were, was sown in the earth when the super- 
spirit-soul of Abraham was sent down to animate 
the dust of an earthly body. To follow the growth 
of this precious seed, whether as the seed of a 
mustard tree, cedar tree, or olive tree, nation, 
people or Kingdom, is now our study. ‘The 
Kingdom of Heaven being like unto a tiny grain of 
mustard seed,” it would come into the world “ with- 
out observation”; and that is also the meaning 
of the next parable—‘* The Kingdom of Heaven is 
like unto leaven,” obviously in its secret working, 
goodness or badness not necessarily being taken 
into account. So ‘without observation,” two 
years after the death of Noah (who had pro- 
nounced racial supremacy on Shem), ‘‘Abram the 


A Stereoscopic View. 65 


Hebrew,” his descendant, began his earthly career 
as the pioneer of a Kingdom that was never to 
have an ending. But a great nation-kingdom, 
numerically to be like the dust, the sand and the 
stars, would require a local habitation and a 
name; and so later, the land stretching from the 
Euphrates to the Nile, of which Canaan was 
the nucleus, henceforward became the land of pro- 
mise, while in Isaac (not Ishmael) was the special 
seed to be called forth, and by name. As a suc- 
cession of kings would be required, the promise 
was given, ‘‘Kings shall be of thee.” It was 
not, however, until Abraham and Sarah were too 
old for ordinary child-bearing that Isaac, like S, 
John, Baptist, was miraculously born—“ born after 
the Spirit "—and because Abraham had previously 
“laughed” for joy and Sarah with incredulity, 
saac (to laugh) became the root of His name, 
and Saac’s sons (variously spelt as time went on 
until it appeared in history as Saxons) became 
the patronymic of his descendants. The inherit- 
ance of the Divine promise succeeded next through 
Jacob and his sons and Joseph’s sons. 

Now, as the literal and temporal blessings 
pledged to Abraham on account of his obedience 
were unconditional and therefore irreversible, 
being sworn to by God Himself on eight occa- 
sions, it is impossible for them to fail, so we can 
pursue our study with confidence. God’s working 
isyconspicuous throughout when we remember that 
younger sons were repeatedly chosen instead of the 
eldest sons—e.g., Isaac, not Ishmael; Jacob, not 
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Esau; Joseph, not Reuben; Ephraim, not Man- 
asseh. All these enjoyed unconditional blessings, 
for conditional promises were not made until the 
Sinaitic covenant (Exod, xix. 3—7). These uncon- 
ditional blessings promised to father, son and grand- 
son are God’s way of writing history beforehand, 
that, as He works His purposes out, we may surely 
recognise His presence and ordering in human 
affairs. By tabulating the promises concerning 
the chosen race we see principally that they were 
to become a great nation and empire, to inherit 
a land of promise, to possess the Gate (strategic sea 
bases) of their enemies, to be greatly blessed, and to 
be a blessing to the whole world. The inspirational 
blessings pronounced by Isaac plainly include 
material wealth and national supremacy; by 
Jacob, material wealth and tribal supremacy to 
Joseph in particular and his sons, ‘‘in the latter 
days” of the Christian dispensation, when Ephraim 
should be a fulness or multitude or company of 
nations, and Manasseh a great people also ‘‘in the 
midst of the earth.” Such a consummation would 
require centuries of time as well as Divine guidance 
and overruling, but God would be their Saviour 
from beginning to end, and so the ‘‘one far-off 
Divine event,” when the earthly kingship and 
Kingdom should be world-wide and supreme, 
would be an absolute certainty. 

There is a saying that ‘“‘God helps those who 
help themselves,” but the truth is better stated 
thus: ‘‘God helps us human beings by helping 
us to help one another.” And He does so by 
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setting the fit to help the unfit, the forward to 
help the backward, the higher grades to help the 
lower grades, the best to help the rest, though He 
has first of all to mould, discipline and equip the 
race, tribe, family or individual that in His all- 
wisdom He chooses or elects for such service, 
election for service in this world being seemingly 
the purpose in all God’s elections. An_ illustra- 
tion of this may be taken from the last chapter 
of Joshua: “Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel . . . I took your father Abraham . 
and led him .. . and multiplied his seed, and 
gave him Isaac. And I gave unto Isaac, Jacob, 
and Esau . . . ,” and so forth. 

What God overruled He is inspirationally de- 
clared to have done, and what God does has a 
purpose in it—e.g., in the fourth appearance to 
Abraham, recorded in Gen. xv., God foreshowed 
that for 400 years the land of promise would not 
be available for Abraham’s descendants, the reason 
being that ‘‘the iniquity of the Amorite was not 
yet full.” In the meantime they should be en- 
slaved in a foreign land. Which we now know 
simply meant that they would be passed through 
the Egyptian School of civilisation—the highest 
that the world afforded at that time—that they 
might be fitted to displace the wicked Canaanites 
after the two probations had run their course, 
The covenant of literal and spiritual promises was 
finally confirmed to Jacob (see Gen. xxxv. 17) four 
hundred and thirty years before the Sinaitic laws 
were promulgated (Gal. iii. 17); and some of these 
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promises, tied up in the “seed which is Christ,” 
couldn’t be realised until Christ came to give them 
full effect. Surely it is evident that Abraham and 
Christ are associated as the dual means of blessing 
(Gen. xvii. 4—6, xviii. 18); but even if this be dis- 
allowed, ‘‘Christ contains His people,” as Alford 
reminds us, and so doesn’t absorb the blessings 
but rather distributes them to the literal seed of 
Abraham and all the Gentile believers associated 
with the literal heirs (Gal. iii.), There is equality 
in Christ Jesus, but the distinctions between the 
two elections of Grace and Race are obvious in 
Roms, xi. 6 and 28, and as regards the Race the 
decision and gifts of God are irrevocable (ver. 29). 
The chapter here alluded to contains more light 
than commentators generally see. The good olive 
tree, nourished by faith in Christ, can only be 
redeemed, pardoned and Christian Israel: the 
wild olive grafts are the Gentile non-Israelite be- 
lievers in Christ grafted contrary to the natural 
practice (ver. 24) on the good olive tree, and remain- 
ing there conditionally (ver. 22). Israel inherits the 
Eternal Kingdom by right, and faith in Christ ; the 
Gentiles obtain admission into the same Kingdom 
by faith in Christ alone. Some, i.e., less than a 
twelfth part, of the natural temporarily-broken off 
branches were Jews, but they must have left the 
Isyael stem behind them and other Israelite 
tribal branches thereon, among which the Gentile 
graffs were made (ver. 17). Our “parenthetical 
dispensationists ” who boast of a Gentile Church, 
losing sight of the good olive tree of Israel—God’s 
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tree of life, always to be in the world—merit the 
rebuke of ver. 18, which is evidently meant for such. 
And yet all the time without their realising it, the 
Israel root (Abraham) is bearing (and bearing with) 
them, and since they are really Isaacsons, or 
Israelites, they are unconsciously despising their 
birthright of being the natural branches. Until 
the Britishers, who still deem themselves Gentiles, 
“see the single purpose of God throughout the 
ages, which is confined to Israel alone—the Gen- 
tiles or heathen being brought into Israel—they 
will never see clearly.” 

All this may seem a diversion, but as the Israel 
olive tree, existing ‘‘for the healing of the nations,” 
is a misunderstood Biblical symbol, we shall find 
that its consideration has helped to clear the way 
for the coming into view of the Kingdom that we 


seek. 
THE KINGDOM THAT WE SEEK. 


“ When Israel went forth out of Egypt, the House 
of Jacob from a people of strange language: Judah 
became His sanctuary, Israel his dominion,” or as 
is another translation : ‘‘To Him was Judah sacred, 
but Israel held His power.” Judah would provide 
the kings and the Messiah, the other tribes would 
form the Kincpom. Jacob had foreshown this in 
his parental benediction. Loyal homage would be 
paid to the Royalties with their symbol of a lion, 
and human sovereignty would not depart from the 


tribe of Judah (and not necessarily then) until the 


Great Pacificator (also from Judah) should come, 
Whose right it is, and make the whole world His 
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Kingdom during the abounding happiness of the 
Millennium (Gen. xlix. 8—12). 

The chief part in the Kingdom’s growth and ex- 
tension was to be taken by Joseph (who should be 
the guardian of Jacob’s stone, the symbol stone- 
throne of the Lord upon Earth) through the “arms 
of his hands’’—Ephraim and Manasseh — that 
should increase as fishes do, shoal on shoal, over 
the seas (Gen. xlvili. 16), sharing the world’s mer- 
chandise, having wealth, influence, power and 
Colonial expansion (Gen. xlix. 22—26) ‘‘in the latter 
days” (ver. 1). Balaam’s cinematograph view of 
the after-part of Israel’s history is strongly con- 
firmatory, but we may not linger over the details. 
Students ought however to realise that the extra- 
ordinary Edomite was permitted only to see the 
good side of Israel’s future, and only to pronounce 
blessings upon them. 

A few corroborative general Bible references are 
now necessary as an introduction to the period 
when the Kingdom was recognised as a visible 
entity : 

‘* When the Most High gave to the nations their 
inheritance, when He separated the children of 
men, He set the bounds of the peoples according 
to the number of the children of Israel.” ‘‘ For 
every nation Heappointed a ruler: and Israelis the 
Lord’s portion” (Exodus xvii. 17). “I have seen 


the affliction of My people” . . . “My people 
the children of Israel” . . , ‘*I will take you 
to Me for a people” . . . ‘*a people of in- 


heritance” . . . ‘fa peculiar treasure” 
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“a kingdom of priests” .. . ‘above all peoples 
womens nigly above all nations” 4..4:.) the 
chief of the nations.” “Iam the Lord your God 
which have separated you from the peoples”’ 

“that ye should be Mine.” ‘‘ Ye shall be My 
people” . . . “A people that dwell alone” 
who, by the God who isolated them, “shall not be 
reckoned among the ations” (the Bible term for 
all but Israel), ‘‘ They shall be afraid of thee.’’ 
“The Lord set His love upon . . . the fewest 


of all peoples” . . . “the faithful God which 
keepeth covenant and mercy.” ‘He loveth the 
‘tribes’ . . . ‘* Jehovah was King in Jeshurun 


(an idealistic name for Israel, equivalent to “the 
righteous nation that keepeth truth.” Isa. xxvi. 2.) 
fnerGod of Israel: “The. people. of Godi:2? 
‘Israel My people.” Not content with an invisible 
King Whom, after the deliverance from the Red 
Sea, they had avouched to be “the Lord who 
should reign for ever,” they said to Samuel, “ Make 
us a king to judge us likethe nations,”’ This greatly 
troubled the prophet, but Jehovah said, “ They 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me” 
: “Make them a king” . . . “Anoint 
Saul to be a prince [or leader] over My people 
Israel.” So they prematurely had their earthly 
king—and the consequences. 

Samuel subsequently reminded them of their 
wickedness in asking for an earthly king, and the 
people asked for his prayers. He also told them 
of the manner of the KinGpom as commanded in 
Deut. xvii. 8—inscribing the details probably in a 
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“book ” of clay tablets, as was the custom of the 
times. Perhaps these will be some of the stones 
that will ‘“‘cry out’ ere long when they have been 
unearthed trom their repository. “ The place [of 
the sacred relics] shall be unknown until God 
gather the people again together, and mercy come; 
and then shall the Lord disclose these things” 
(2 Macc, ii. 7 and 8.) 

God, Who foresaw and foreknew, provided for 
eventual happenings by decreeing a line of earthly 
kings from Abraham and Sarah through Isaac, 
Jacob and Judah, David being the first of the tribe 
of Judah to be chosen when Saul the Benjaminite 
had been tried and found wanting. This David 
line is never to come to an end, and never has, as 
can be convincingly shown; nor the kingdom it 
rules over; nor the throne which it had to occupy. 
All three, comprising David’s “tabernacle,” were 
always to be in existence on the earth to the utmost 
limits of time. God so decreed, and David so 
understood when he was moved to ejaculate, 
‘This is the Torah of man.”*(* lex Adam”. So 
Vulgate) henceforward (that is to say) to govern 
human affairs (2 Sam. vii.). The Hebrew word 
torah never means “manner” (See “ Pulpit Com- 
mentary ’’), Yet the ‘‘ Throne of David” was only 
vepresentatively so called, being still the ‘throne of 
the Lord” (1 Chron. xxix. 23), or “the throne of 
the Kingdom of the Lord over Israel” (xxviii. 5). 
Such is the name by which it is to be known again 
when Esau or Edom (Turkey) shall give place to 
Jacob and Joseph (see Obadiah), the two Houses 
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to be reunited at Jerusalem (Jer. iii. 17) when ‘‘the 
Kingdom shall be the Lord’s” and ‘the peoples 
are gathered together and the kingdoms to serve 
the Lord,” and the promise of the Angel of the 
Incarnation shall be fulfilled, ‘the Lord shall 
give Him the throne of His father David . . 

and of His Kingdom there shall be no end: 2 
(S. Luke i. and Isa. ix. 7), Clearly it is evident 
that the earth is the Lord’s and that His Kingdom 
is upon it. God formed this world to be inhabited— 
a ‘world without end” as we sing, though not to 
be without the fire of purification when the 
Refiner’s hour has struck. Every attempt by 
Czesar or Pope to make the whole world his king- 
dom has been and will bein vain. That honor is 
reserved unto the advent of the King of kings. 
Then, and not till then, will the kingdom of the 
world become the Kingdom of our Lord and of 
His Christ (Rev. xi. 15). The Kingdom of the 
Old Testament was an ‘“‘actual visible kingdom 
having a definite location, possessing a monarchy, 
a government and subjects, and this kingdom and 
the king were always to continue somewhere on 
the earth destroying and displacing all other king- 
doms, consuming and growing and filling the whole 
earth.” In the Law of the Old Testament we have 
itsethics. ‘‘The prophets forecast its destiny . . . 
no spiritual kingdom .. . but the earthly, sin- 
ning, idolatry-loving kingdom of the House of 
\Israel.” And the teachings of Christ and of the 
Apostles were intended to harmonize with the 
moral law and the prophetic writings, and if we do 
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not understand them it is because mistaken com- 
mentators, in their efforts to spiritualise things, 
have vapourised them instead, making the mist 
worse than before. ‘“‘ When the trend of events 
led early Christians to make a decided disavowal 
of all political expectations antagonistic to Rome, 
the conception of the Kingdom of God was made 
an entirely spiritual one” (Jewish Encyclopedia). 
One can scarcely open a Bible commentary on the 
Old Testament without feeling, if not saying, with 
Nehemiah, “ There is much rubbish here,” Judah’s 
curses being generally passed on to the Jews, 
whereas Israel’s blessings are selfishly spiritualised 
for the benefit of a Romanised conception—“ The 
Catholic Church.” And we can rarely attend a 
place of worship where the ‘‘ Kingdom ”’ parables 
are not applied individually, or where each “ King- 
dom” text, sundered from its context, is really 
more than a pretext. The constant theme of our 
Lord’s teaching and His favourite word was the 
“Kingdom,”’ Only on two occasions did he use 
the word Ecclesia, translated by Tyndall and 
Cranmer in their Bibles as “congregation ” (which 
it means); but in the Revised Version when 
Ecclesiastical words by order were tq be preserved, 
it is translated by the word Church, defined in 
the Articles and Canons as ‘“‘a congregation of 
faithful men,” ‘the congregation of God’s people” 
and “the congregation of Christ’s people. The 
equivalent Hebrew word in the Old Testament is 
KAHAL, always translated congregation or assembly. 
(See Appendix: “Ecclesia.”) More than half of 
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our Lord’s parables reveal the mysteries of the 
‘*Kingdom,” and it was the keynote of His 
Ministry. This Kingdom, with an earthly under- 
ruling king in the Earth, together called the 
‘Tabernacle of David,” He came to repair and 
rebuild on spiritual foundations, indicating that it 
should be impregnable. On His departure the 
other Comforter was sent to impart the power of 
spiritual dominion to the subjects of the Kingdom 
that they might be worthy of the entrustment of that 
which we deem political, without which however 
there could not be a world-wide restoration of Order 
and Law in our disordered and lawless planet. 

Thus the Kingdom of the New Testament is not 
a distinct and new organisation, but the old idea 
of the Hebrew prophets beginning with a nation 
under the Old Covenant and developing into the 
prophesied Ephraimite Company of nations under 
the New Covenant, which shall prepare the way 
of the Lord and King and make His paths straight. 
Most assuredly the Bible is all of a piece, at unity 
with itself, and the one Divine Author’s phraseo- 
logy is therefore sacrosanct: for there are not two 
or three Holy Ghosts, but one Holy Ghost ‘“‘ Who 
spake by the prophets;” and so His word “ King- 
dom” must always retain the idea or ideas it was 
chosen to enshrine and body forth. 


THE KINGDOM ON EARTH. 


\ What the Kingdom is, must be seen by assem- 
bling scattered descriptions in a larger whole. For 
instance, it was something that could be “‘renewed,” 


76 God in His Earth. 


“turned,” “translated,” ‘‘ given,” ‘‘taken away,” 
“exalted,” ‘‘made base or low,” and ‘‘rent.” 
Though Saul reigned over the twelve tribes, only 
eleven were called the kingdom (2 Sam. Iii. 10). 
When they came under David, who was previously 
king of Judah only, the “ Kingdom was exalted on 
high [by the Lord] for His people Israel’s sake.” 
Solomon, his successor, “ was strengthened in his 
kingdom”; so also was his son Rehoboam in the 
House of Judah, by patriotic Israelites and Levites, 
who joined themselves to him, but only for three 
years (2 Chron. xi. 17). 

Then the division of the Kingdom, which had 
previously taken place, became fixed, and the 
180,000 warriors of the House of Judah were 
Divinely prevented from bringing the Kingdom 
again to Rehoboam. He Who had said, ‘Ye 
shall be unto Me a Kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation,” also said, ‘‘ Ye shall not fight against your 
brethren . . . for this thing is of Me.” The 
meaning surely is, the unity of the race must be 
maintained although the Kingdom must tempor- 
arily remain divided. How ina wonderful provi- 
dence the Benjamin section of the Kingdom was 
loaned to Judah may be read in the appendix— 
‘*Benjamin’s réle in History.” The Kingdom of 
Israel-major was under Jeroboam; the Kingdom 
of Israel-minor, viz., Benjamin, was under Reho- 
boam. The Royal tribe of Judah was not con- 
sidered to beor called ‘‘ The Kingdom.” The title 
only applies to Benjamin in temporary brother- 
hood with them (2 Chron. xxix. 21). The Kingdom 
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continued in two main parts until the Assyrian 
captivity of 721 B.c., when the Northern House of 
Israel, or “Ephraim” (Jer. vii. 15) “ceased” in 
Palestine, as foretold (Hos. i. 4). One hundred 
and thirty years afterward the Babylonians took 
the whole House of Judah, and therefore Benja- 
min the “ Kingdom,” away to Mesopotamia ; and 

the Holy Land lay desolate until the prophesied 
" seventy years had expired. Thus David’s “ Taber- 
nacle’’ was “down to the ground” in Palestine 
and has never yet been fully rebuilt there. The 
Benjaminite section of the Kingdom returned 
with Judah (Ezra ii. 1) or the “Jews” as they 
were then called for the first time (its use in the 
post-exilic records probably being anachronous). 
So Josephus, who also says, ‘“‘The ten tribes did 
not return to Palestine.” How perverse to think 
so when the number that returned was actually 
less than 50,000 all included! These were the 
remnant of the “ good figs” of Jer. xxiv., whereas 
many of the unreturning Judzan “bad figs” were 
doomed to be scattered far and wide, maybe in an 
easterly direction, whither they have been variously 
traced. 

As for the Ephraimite section of the Kingdom 
which, in the mysterious providence of God, were 
‘¢not Mv people,” while they were being fused in 
the furnace of the nations, some section of them 
must have previously found their way to their 
appointed place (x Chron, xvii. 9), which was a 
“land of Israel” (Ezek. xi. 17—20) out of Pales- 
tine, where they would be ultimately free from 

F 
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molestation and invasion, and where God’s 
promise through Jeremiah, just before Judah’s 
captivity, that David should never lack a descen- 
dant to set upon the throne of the House of 
IsRAEL, could and should be fulfilled. 

In 588 B.c. Zedekiah, the last king of David’s 
line who has reigned in Jerusalem, was made cap- 
tive by Nebuchadnezzar and the throne of David 
was “overturned.” But David's house had evidently 
not come to an end in Palestine, for as St. Luke 
shows, Jesus descended from David’s son Nathan, 
though none of this line ever reigned on David’s 
throne. Certainly, in God’s wonderful working, 
the Benjaminite section of the Kingdom remained 
in Galilee until A.D. 70, but no king of David’s line 
ever ruled over them through the post-exilic cen- 
turies. That is to say there has been no Davidic 
king in Palestine since Zedekiah was deposed two 
and a halfthousand years ago, and no “‘ Kingdom ” 
since A.D. 70. Seekers after truth should now read 
2 Sam. vii.; 1 Chron. xvii.; Psa. Ixxxix.; and Jer. 
XXXili. I4—-26; and then, rather than doubt the 
Almighty’s power, foreknowledge and faithfulness, 
read up what British-Israel students have written 
concerning the “overturnings’”’ of the Davidic 
throne from Jerusalem to Tara, Scone and West- 
minster; and they will henceforth be expecting to 
see, ere long, its final overturning to Jerusalem as 
of yore (Ezek. xxi. 27), when, to adopt the words 
of the Speakers’ Commentary on Micah iv. 6—8, 
“The ancient dominion shall come back, even the 
Kingdom to the daughter of Jerusalem.” Yes, 


A Stereoscopic View. 79 


and we venture to add, to David Prince of Wales, 
descended from the beautiful daughter of Jeru- 
salem, whom the faithful covenant-keeping God 
probably commissioned Jeremiah to bring to the 
appointed place and people, namely Ulster and the 
Danites, in these “Isles” of ours which are so 
often apostrophized in our sacred literature. To 
quote the references would take many pages, and 
soit is necessary to discriminate. Many of the 
Psalms are composite, being arranged for psalmody, 
e.g., the first section of the 8gth Psalm, written by 
Ethan the Ezrahite, one of the wisest of men, 
(1 Kings iv. 31) is conspicuous for its perspicacity 
in respect to the prophesised continuance of David’s 
throne, Kingdom and lineage, though individual 
transgressors would be punished; but the latter 
part, beginning at v. 38, evidently written during 
the exile by a rank pessimist, is just as conspicuous 
for its opacity, and needs the addition of the words 
‘in Palestine” at the end of verses 39 and 44. There 
is no doubting the fact that David’s Kingdom, 
House and Throne (or “‘Tabernacle’’) seemed to 
be broken down both in 721 B.c. and 588 B.c., and 
particularly during the 70 years’ captivity when 
the Holy Land was denuded of both Houses. God 
indeed gave a warning message to Amos to that 
effect about 787 B.c. But though in a broken- 
down state it was not to be destroyed (for had not 
perpetual continuity been promised to it ?), hence 
thd promise of Amos ix, II.: 


“In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of 
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David that is fallen . . . and I will build it as 
in the days of old” (“up as are the days of eter- 
nity.” So the Septuagint). 

The prophecy and promise of Amos are shown 
in Acts xv. to be fulfilling in the Christian era. 
When Christ was on earth the Benjaminites and 
individual members of the other tribes were still 
with Judah, and so He could say to His enemies, 
the Jews, ‘ The Kingdom of Heaven is among you” 
(not within you, for how could the Kingdom of 
Heaven be within such people?) and also ‘‘ The 
Kingdom of God shall be taken away from you,” 
z,¢., in order that, in God’s good time, it might be 
given back to the Kingdom major from which it 
had been temporarily separated. At that time 
however the Kingdom major was in sections either 
on the shores of the Caspian, Baltic,and North Seas, 
or in Ulster, where David’s House, stone-symbol 
throne, and Kingdom-in-part had providentially 
been, “without observation,” since Jeremiah’s 
divine commission (to build and to plant what 
had been broken down and plucked up in Pales- 
tine) had been so wonderfully carried out. 
[Interested readers may find reasonable proof of 
this in the companion book, ‘‘God in British 
History.”] It is remarkable how the various 
branches of the Kingdom handed on their great 
traditions generation after generation as the racial 
soul was being developed and transfigured. 

But the old Adam nature was an everlasting 
drag ; and until thesecond Adam came to give the 
new nature and allow ample time for it to re- 
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generate or replace the old, the raising up of the 
‘““Tabernacle” ruins couldn’t be effected. Yet it 
is noteworthy, according to honourable British 
traditions, how soon our forefathers here were 
evangelised from the Mother Church at Jerusalem, 
forming the first National Christian Church in the 
world. Many more centuries however were needed 
to bring all the branches of the Kingdom into 
national unity, which doesn’t seem to have been 
effected until 1066 A.D., when the ready-lit “ lamp” 
tribe, providentially coming over to the place of 
God’s appointment for them, lavishly let their 
light shine in various ways; for not only did they 
“ravin as a wolf” among the Anglo-Saxons, but 
they proved that they were “ Little Benjamin their 
ruler”; though in less than three centuries the 
Norman Conquest had become an Anglo-Saxon 
Conquest, and “ Little Benjamin” had been assimi- 
lated. 

He could not however have been annihilated, 
otherwise we shouldn’t meet with so many in all 
sections of society whose proud boast is that their 
ancestors came over with William the Conqueror ! 
Thus, although the Benjaminite section of the King- 
dom was taken from the Jews A.D. 70, it was not 
until 1066 A.D. that it was given to its kindred 
nation in England, which should eventually bring 
forth the fruits thereof. 

So far we haven’t specialised our attention on 
thé remarkable Book of Daniel, which so dramati- 
cally brings the Kingdom into prominence, with 
dates. (see Appendix ‘‘ Selected Marvels”). The 
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‘‘ gold’ kingdom of Babylon, the “ stlver’’ one of 
Persia, the “brass” one of Greece and the ‘‘ iron” 
one of Rome—all should come to their end; but 
in the days of those kings [not in the millennium] 
shall the God of Heaven set up a KINGDOM which 
shall never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty 
thereof be left to another people; but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms [there 
isn’t anything “spiritual ” about such phraseology], 
and it shall stand for ever ” (ii. 44). 

‘‘The Kingdom shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the Most High ” (vii. 27). 

‘*The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men”’ 
Civ.9t7); 

‘There was given to one like unto a son of man 
a Kingdom which shall not be destroyed” 
(vii. 13, 14). 

‘*The saints of the Most High shall receive and 
possess the Kingdom for ever”? (vii. 18). 

The other kingdoms had war with the saints, 
but ‘the time came that the saints possessed the 
Kingdom.” 

The noteworthy thing is that the Kingdom which 
we are trying to conjure up is on the Earth and 
has to do with the Earth. It is an aggregate of 
men, women and children, God-chosen and Christ- 
redeemed, who nationally have to make the world 
a part of the universal Kingdom of God; and now 
we are coming to get New Testament light upon 
it we must beware of getting lost in the clouds of 
the spiritualisers. 

The last word of the Old Testament is “‘ curse”; 
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but it isa curse that would be prevented by the 
reincarnation of Elijah, the prophet of the Ten- 
tribal Kingdom, “if ye are willing to receive it,” 
for it is just as simple for the Creator to reincar- 
nate a human spirit as to incarnate it. The new 
name of this “wonderfully-born”’ prophet was 
John, signifying Jehovah has been gracious! So at 
his circumcision festival the aged father-priest 
uttered the inspirational canticle known as the 
Benedictus, “in perfects of prophetic certitude,” 
which linked David on to the Son of David, the 
promise of redemption of the temporarily dis- 
covenanted Israel with its fulfilment, and the oath 
of the Lord God Almighty to Abraham for tem- 
poral and spiritual deliverance with the “ mighty 
salvation” which, in the purpose of the Eternal, 
was deemed to have taken place before it was 
finally worked out on the physical plane to its 
bitter end outside a city wall. 

‘* Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He hath 
visited and wrought redemption for His people ”— 
Isyael of course, and in particular, that section of 
Israel in the ‘‘darkness” of Galilee which, having 
been the first to lose their place in the Kingdom 
when located in Palestine (2 Kings xv. 29), was to 
be the first to have it proclaimed to them alike by 
John and by Jesus :—‘“‘ Repent ye; for the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand.” 


THE KINGDOM OF BoTH TESTAMENTS. 


The question now arises, Was this “ Kingdom” 
of the New Testament the same as that of the Old 
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Testament? The answer isn’t easy for the average 
Bible reader, for our Lord came to fulfil or fill-full 
the words, promises and symbols of the Old Tes- 
tament, and so well did He do this that, at times, 
the temporal merges into the eternal; and unless 
we rightly divide the Word of Truth the result is 
bewilderment. 

“Reform ye; for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
near.” What did the Baptist’s message mean to 
those Hebrews without a Davidic king and recog- 
nised kingdom? Surely it was a message of hope 
to the whole people, and little wonder that multi- 
tudes came to get right with the God of Israel. 
Then when Jesus appeared on the scene He didn’t 
alter the Baptist’s wording, though the literal 
translation may well be borne in mind :—‘‘ Change 
your minds; for the Kingdom of the Heavens has 
come near, or approached.” 

Didn’t it do so when the Christ and His 
legions came down to save a sin-stained world ? 
‘*The Lord God of Israel hath visited and 
redeemed His people,” said the aged father-priest. 
‘The Kingdom of Heaven has neared,” proclaimed 
his son. ‘“ The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” 
was the constant message of the Saviour-King, for 
“from that time” (not merely at that time) began 
Jesus to say, or command His disciples to say, 
these stirring words; and surely they must have 
referred to something outside Himself. The word 
‘kingdom ” is such an encyclopedic word that it 
cannot be explained in a moment or a sentence, 
and therefore what it means, and is, must gradu- 
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ally dawn upon us as we look at and into it. We 
have seen that the word did not begin when Christ 
came, nor the ‘‘ Kingdom,” and so any definition 
or description to be acceptable must harmonize 
with both Testaments as well as with history. 

The Greek “ basileia”” occurs about 120 times in 
the Gospels and about 30 elsewhere; the 5 prac- 
tically equivalent Hebrew words are translated 
kingdom in the Old Testament about 280 times, 
but of course they are not all the “ Kingdom” of 
God, Heaven, Messiah, and of David, as the con- 
text shows. The present writer has examined all 
the Old Testament references, and is perfectly well 
aware that “‘ The Lord’s Kingdom ruleth over all,” 
that ‘‘He is the ruler of all the kingdoms,” “the 
God of all the kingdoms of the earth,” the God, 
therefore, whose Kingdom is considered world-wide 
and universal, an ever-existing thing; and yet we 
are to pray for its coming. 

Our Father which art in Heaven, 

Thy Sovereignty may it beowned) on earth 

Thy Realm all-inclusive as 

Thy Rule of Right prevail in Heaven. 

. . Deliver us from the Evil one and from evil. 
Do we sufficiently realise :— 

1 That Satan with his angelsand demons and 
the kingdom of the world are in revolt 
against the King in Heaven ; 

2 That the devil is a great imitator of God’s 
methods and operations ; 

3 That duality is all about us, everything 
visible having its invisible counterpart, 
one reacting on the other? 


86 God in His Earth. 


So the devil’s ‘‘ realm” is in the space between 
the sun and the sea, as well as onearth. So is the 
Kingdom of Heaven, which has been set up gradu- 
ally to displace it. Sometimes it is looked at from 
its heavenly and eternal aspect, at others from its 
purely earthly and temporal aspect; hence the 
average man’s difficulty in harmonising all the 
passages, and particularly in the New Testament, 
where it is so variously described. Thus we must 
distinguish between the part of the ‘‘ Kingdom ” 
in the air or sky (the earth’s first heaven) and the 
part still on earth, an ever-growing nucleus that 
will in the end triumph by a perfect displacement. 
A simple illustration is the remark of Jesus to 
Pilate. 

Pilate’s thoughts were centred on a Kingdom 
on earth, for he knew no other. So Jesus said, 
“My Kingdom is not out of this world’”—does 
not emanate from this world. That it had, has, 
and will have, to do with this world, He who 
taught us to pray, ‘‘ Thy Kingdom come on earth 
as in heaven,” knew, and so He qualified the first 
remark (perhaps for our sake, not Pilate’s) by a 
second, which we can see really means ‘‘now” 
at all events: My Kingdom, as you are thinking 
of it, is not of this order of things, but in the 
future it will be (S. John xviii. 36).} 

Think of our Lord’s death and resurrection. On 
Good Friday (and indeed every night, as the 
double-sighted know), while His body slept in 
peace, His human spirit-soul appeared in the 
heavenly part of His Kingdom, On Easter Day (and 
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indeed every time two or three gather together 
in His Name) His presence, in a perfected human 
trinity, was and is in the earthly part of His King- 
dom. Perhaps the reader is now ready to enter the 
deeper waters of the New Testament references, 
where it will be obvious that the “ Kingdom” is 
not only dealt with in its present-era phase, but 
also in its future-era phase, when it enters into 
its final and eternal condition in the Heaven-on- 
earth that will at last have fullycome. The King- 
dom is described in the Gospels as “good news’”’ ; 
“to be preached in the whole of the inhabited 
earth”; the heritage of the persecuted and the 
poor in spirit (not poor-spirited); a place where 
doers and teachers are called ‘‘ great,” and where 
the humblest are the ‘‘greatest’’; shut to Phari- 
saic ‘‘righteousness”; to be sought first; Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob are in it, but not all their 
seed; has its mysteries hid in parables; has 
‘‘scandals”” in it and them that do iniquity; the 
righteous shall be transfigured there; keys of it 
(or first privilege of opening) given to S. Peter, but 
the binding and loosing power to all the disciples ; 
the Son of Man seen transfigured in His Kingdom ; 
a childlike (not childish) frame of mind a qualifi- 
cation for entrance; the spirits of the babes to 
whom Jesus conveyed blessing by the laying on of 
hands were of the Kingdom of Heaven; those 
who trust in riches enter with difficulty; the 
Father gives honoured places in the Kingdom; 
prepared from the foundation of the world; to be 
received in a childlike way; to be given by the 
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Father to Christ’s “little flock”; to be nigh at 
hand when the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ; 
to see it one must be born from above, and to enter 
it one must be born of water and the Spirit (Nature 
and God). In the Book of the Acts the risen Lord 
during six weeks is shown as still speaking of the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, and the 
apostles were almost expecting national indepen- 
dence and therefore deliverance from Rome. But 
the unsealing of the Book of prophecy was not for 
that generation, and the Lord had to hint to them 
that not yet should they be princes ruling on their 
thrones in the millennial Kingdom, but, after the 
‘empowering of the Holy Ghost, witnesses (‘‘ mar- 
tyrs”’) they should be of the Saviour in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost part of the 
earth, which happened then to be the British Isles, 
where some of His hearers came to lay out and to 
lay down their lives within a very few years. 
Philip preached concerning the Kingdom of God 
in Samaria, as Barnabas did in Asia Minor. 
S. Paul, after being, as they thought, stoned to 
death, declared that through many tribulations we 
must enter into the Kingdom of God. It was the 
same apostle’s theme in the synagogue at Corinth; 
also at various places in Asia Minor; at Rome, 
too, as soon as possible after he arrived there ; and 
also, as we learn in his very last letter, with all 
his bonds and his suffering upon him, still he 
lived Christ, worked for Christ, wrote of Christ, 
spoke of Christ, “preaching the Kingdom of 
God.” 
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This “chosen vessel” (vessel of election), who 
was to bear his Master and Teacher’s name “ before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel,” 
thus wrote concerning the Kingdom (taking his 
letters, as they were probably written), not to pure 
Gentiles, but mostly to Israelites out of covenant 
and out of Palestine, and therefore called Gentiles. 
The Thessalonians “called unto His Kingdom ” 
were suffering for the Kingdom of God. The un- 
righteous (of Corinth) should not enter therein. 
In the ‘‘ burial chapter’ we learn that at the con- 
summation of all things Christ shall deliver the 
Kingdom up to the Father. Flesh and blood (such 
as we know it) cannot enter the Kingdom, but we 
shall have a finer substance-body or soul-sheath all 
the same, with all its essentials and capabilities, 
such as our Lord, when moving to or from the 
physical plane, could clothe or unclothe just as 
He pleased. The Kingdom of God, St. Paul told 
the Romans, was ‘righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost,” outwardly as well as 
inwardly active principles, as the succeeding verse 
shows, mutally edifying and acceptable to God. 
The Colossian Christians, whom the great apostle 
never visited, were reminded that they were trans- 
slated by God the Father out of the Power of 
Darkness into the Kingdom of the Son of His 
love. The Ephesians were told that habitual 
breakers of the seventh and tenth commandments 
had not ‘‘any inheritance in the Kingdom of 
Christ and of God’’; and Timothy was exhorted, 
in the final letter, by Christ’s Kingdom to fulfil his 
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ministry. Near the close, Nero’s prisoner, or 
rather as he calls himself ‘‘the prisoner of the 
Lord,” expressed his confidence that now the 
time of his departure had come the Lord would 
preserve him “unto His heavenly Kingdom.” 
The Christian Hebrews were told that the Sceptre 
of the kingdom of the Son of God was a Sceptre 
of straightness, rightness or uprightness. Daniel 
had been informed by an angel that some day 
“the ‘saints’ of the Most High [the Old Testa- 
ment name for the children of Israel] shall receive 
the Kingdom and possess the Kingdom for ever 
and ever,” and so the Christian Hebrews, who 
must have been mostly of the Ten Tribes, were 
exhorted, “ Receiving the Kingdom which cannot 
be shaken, let us hold fast.” 

S. James wrote of the Kingdom as having been 
promised to them that love Him. S. Peter wrote 
of the Eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. S. John wrote as a partaker of 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ which the Angel 
declared to be the Kingdom of the world over 
which He should reign unto the ages of the ages. 

A brief analysis of the New Testament refer- 
ences shows us that at the end of things the 
Father, Who prepared the Kingdom at the begin- 
ning, will receive it back again in a perfected 
state from the Son to whom it has been com- 
mitted. That, in the meantime, it is a Kingdom of 
light above in the earth’s immediate heaven and 
also on the earth below, the sphere of God's 
direct rule, which includes persons and things, 
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Like eternal or timeless life, it is something we 
can possess now and yet go into hereafter. We 
must therefore have the Kingdom as a state within 
before we can have it asa state without. Wemay 
be in the Kingdom in its earthly aspect, but not 
of the Kingdom in its heavenly aspect. Only those 
who are of the Kingdom can therefore perma- 
nently remain 7m the Kingdom. So in the Bible 
we often read of preserved “remnants,” showing 
that the Omniscient One will some day separate 
the sheep from the goats, the wheat from the 
tares, the wise from the foolish; but in the mean- 
time they are together in the same fold, or field, 
or Kingdom. MHence on the earth plane there are 
things in the Kingdom that offend; but only the 
childlike, the poor in spirit, the persecuted, the 
regenerate, go to the place of the Father’s 
righteousness, the Son’s peace, and the Holy 
Spirit's joy, in the Paradise of the Triune God. 

We have now looked closely at the Kingdom as 
described to us both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment, and there can be no doubt that they are one 
and the same— 


“ As it was in the beginning is now and ever 
shall be.” 


‘¢ Thine is the Kingdom,” said David, and we are 
constantly saying the same thing. The Kingdom 
is the Father’s, committed to the Son, but in some 
distant era to be committed back to the Father. 

Before asking our next question it will be well 
to summarise. 
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B.C. 1042, David’s House, Kingdom and Throne 
were established for ever. 

B.C. 588, all had disappeared from the Holy Land, 
but God, through Jeremiah, still speaks of the two 
chosen families, and promises their restoration 
(XXXIll. 24). 

B.C. 536, Ezra and about fifty thousand of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin returned, but no 
Davidic king was set up. 

B.c. 518, Zechariah prophesied that the House of 
Judah will be strengthened, and the House of Jos- 
eph, or the Ten Tribes, saved from exile, ultimately 
will return. So they couldn’t have returned 
with Ezra. He prophesied, too, the separation of 
Benjamin from Judah, which took place A.D. 70 
(xi. 14), and he prophesied also the existence and 
importance of the House and family of David at the 
final siege of Jerusalem when Judah owtside its 
walls, in the thriving Colonies (nowadays in course 
of formation), is to be delivered first; then Israel 
beleaguered imside the city walls. 

S. Gabriel said to the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
her Son: 


“The Lord shall give unto Him the throne 
of His father David, and He shall reign over 
the House of Jacob unto the ages, and of His 
Kingdom there shall be no end.” 


That was to say the Throne and Kingdom of 
David (termed the Lord’s in the Old Testament) 
should be the Throne and Kingdom of Jesus. So 
the Kingdom of David and his seed described in 
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the prophets enters the New Testament ‘abso- 
lutely unchanged; in other words, the sapling 
of the Old Testament spreads its branches all over 
the New Testament. 

But as the way of the Cross was decreed before 
that of the Crown, Jesus had first to save His 
people from their sins, then go away, some 
day to come again to save His people from their 
enemies, when He would fill to the full the angelic 
announcement. 

In the interim, other prophecies are being ful- 
filled. About 800 B.c., Hosea, the prophet for 
Israel of the Ten Tribes, pre-announced that 
“after two days [of a thousand years] the Lord 
would revive us: on the third day [in which we 
are living now] He will raise us up, and we shall 
live before Him.” The signification is, that the 
Old Testament conception of the Kingdom would 
live again—the Kingdom referred to by the people 
on Palm Sunday: ‘‘ Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord”; (‘‘born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh’”—Rom. i. 3). 
‘Blessed is the Kingdom that cometh, the King- 
dom of our father David’”—the one on earth 
wherein the Son of Man shall sit on the Throne 
of His glory, and the apostles also shall sit on 
subordinate thrones, judging (ruling) the twelve 
tribes of Israel (S. Matt. xix. 28). What is this 
but the Stone Kingdom of Daniel, which shall 
never be destroyed, and which shall stand for 
ever, because the temporal shall evolve into the 
eternal ? 
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As Dr. Orr writes in his exhaustive article in the 
“ Dictionary of the Bible”: ‘‘The Kingdom intro- 
duced into time and history has two stadia—an 
earthly and an eternal.” There is much illumina- 
tion in the article, but no theologian who fails to 
recognise that from the days of the kings, the 
tribes, excluding Judah, were the earthly nucleus 
(or, in separation, nuclei) of the Kingdom which 
was to displace all others, can be a true and 
reliable guide. 


THE ‘‘ KINGDOM” OF THE LORD’sS PRAYER. 


Now let us get even closer to our subject. When 
we pray, ‘‘ Thy Kingdom come,” what do we mean 
by it? for the prayer we really offer is what we 
mean, not merely what we say. Well, we ought 
to mean the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of 
Heaven, the Kingdom of Christ, and the Kingdom 
of David, for, generally speaking, they are all one 
and the same, just as the same thoroughfare lead- 
ing into a city is called by different names along 
its length. The names only change; the ‘‘ King- 
dom,” still in view, continues the same, but more 
stereoscopic. The first shows its Divinity, the 
second its origin, the third its over-Ruler, the last 
its under-ruler. Particularly speaking, however, 
they are not one and the same, though they merge 
into, or emerge from, each other. 


The biblical, militant Kingdom now on earth 
is specially the Christianised Kingdom of 
David. 


The spiritualised expectant Kingdom now in 
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Paradise is specially the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

The triumphant Messianic, Millennial, United 
Kingdom of Paradise and Earth is to be 
specially the Kingdom of the Son of God. 
And 


The glorified, purified, heavenly and earthly- 
fied Kingdom of David, of Heaven, and 
of the Messiah, shall finally become the 
Father's, that God may be all in all. 


No part of the Kingdom, as yet, has come to its 
perfection; and as their only all-inclusive term 
seems to be ‘‘the Kingdom of God,” the smallest 
petition in the Lord’s Prayer—“ Thy Kingdom 
come’’—is by far the largest in content, and ought 
to mean by us, as must needs be reaffirmed, the 
Kingdom of David, the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
Kingdom of the Son, the Kingdom of the Father— 
may these several parts of the Kingdom of God 
come to their perfection on earth as in the highest 
Heaven. So the Church of Rome is not the King- 
dom, although it thus officially proclaims itself, 
and is thus considered by its devotees and its 
Papal head: ‘‘ The Kingdom of God is the Church, 
and the Church it is I.”” Noteworthily, the Ecclesia 
Anglicana is “protestant” against such a pre- 
sumptuous claim, and has boldly affirmed its 
protests from time to time. In 1606 both Houses 
of Convocation passed the following resolution :— 


‘‘If any man shall affirm that the intoler- 
able pride of the Bishop of Rome, for the time 
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still being, through the advancement of him- 
self by many sleights, stratagems, and false 
miracles, over the Catholic Church, the Temple 
of God, as if he were God himself, doth not 
argue him plainly to be the Man of Sin men- 
tioned by the apostle, he doth greatly err.” 
(2 Thess. ii. 3). 


In 1611 the forty-seven learned Church of 
England divines of Oxford and Cambridge who 
gave us our Authorised Version of Holy Scripture 
—the greatest treasure of English literature we 
possess—term, in their preface, the Pope of Rome 
(not, however, as an individual, but in his official 
position) as “that man of sin.” 

Bishop Wordsworth, perhaps the greatest theo- 
logian of modern times, wrote a book showing that 
the Papacy was predicted by S. Paul as the “man 
of sin,” asserting that such a conclusion is one 
sanctioned by the names of some of the holiest, 
wisest, most charitable and judicious persons that 
have expounded the word of inspiration, particu- 
larly Bishop Jewel, Richard Hooker, Bishop 
Andrewes, Bishop Sanderson, and the framers of 
the Authorised Version. 

As Dr. Davison in his great book on prophecy, 
showing the identity of the harlot mother of 
Rev. xvii. and the ‘‘ man of sin” with Papal Rome, 
declares, “the hierarchy of Rome has in its day 
fulfilled every iota of S. Paul’s prophetic descrip- 
tion.” The easy-going, too tolerant Englishman 
who doesn’t recognise an enemy until he is forced 
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to, may complacently smile, but as the best all- 
round commentary on the Bible we have, viz., the 
‘*Speaker’s Commentary,” sapiently observes :— 


“Few will venture to speak otherwise than 
with respect of a view which has been so 
widely received by our greatest divines.” 


The conclusion, therefore, according to this strong 
testimony, is that the Church of Rome (if it has 
been a Kingdom at all since its temporal sove- 
reignty was extinguished by its own children half- 
a-century ago) is certainly not the Kingdom of 
- God, of Heaven, of Christ, or of David, the coming 
of which we pray for in the Lord’s pattern prayer. 
Is the Kingdom any othey Church? The answer 
depends upon the conception we have of that mis- 
understood institution (see Appendix ‘‘ Ecclesia’). 
The common idea that the Church is something 
apart from political, civil, and social life ; a sort of 
rival of the State; an anti-patriotic motley 
body of Gentiles who have dispossessed the 
Divinely chosen race of Abraham, Isaac and Israel 
is a dangerous delusion and a snare. Whether 
the Kingdom, and the Church of the future after 
it has passed through the furnace of the Divine 
Refiner, will be practically one and the same, one 
part, as it were, attending to the ‘‘ Martha” or 
work-a-day side of things, and the other to the 
‘‘“Mary ” or holy-day side of things, God only knows, 
So the answer to the question, ‘‘ Is the Kingdom 
any other Church?” must be, No! the Kingdom is 
not any Church, as we see and understand the 
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Church to-day. Then, if the Kingdom is neither 
the Roman, Greek, Anglican, nor non-Episcopal 
Churches, is it one of the earthly States? Again, 
the answer isn't as easy as it seems. The Kaiser, 
another “man of sin,’ an Antichrist, evidently 
thinks so, for he has been a sovereign more than 
thirty years, and he has the same evidence of his 
descent from David and Judah as King George V.; 
but, like Judas, the only Jew amongst the twelve 
apostles, designated ‘“‘the son of perdition” by 
the all-discerning Master, Wilhelm II. of Germany 
is also a black sheep and worse in the Davidic 
royal family fold (Rev. ili. 9). He may not defi- 
nitely know that he is Satan’s tool, and his sub- 
jects evidently do not know it, and the reasons are 
shown by S. Paul in the ‘‘man of sin” chapter 
(2 Thess. ii.)—self-exaltation; opposition to the 
true God ; setting himself in the place of God; 
terrors of falsehood ; the deceit of injustice; de- 
parture from the truth; and, because of all this, 
the sending among them by the Most High God 
(or the allowing by God which is really meant) of 
a strong delusion, an inworking of error that they 
should believe a lie with a view to their inevitable 
judgment. Hence the Kaiser is demoniacally 
possessed, and what he thinks is truth in regard to 
himself and his people—is rather the truth as 
regards the people he maligns and hates. Con- 
sider his demented utterance as a manifest affirma- 
tion of this :— 

‘*The intervention of Great Britain has meant 
a world-struggle, whether desired or not. It was 
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not a matter of a strategic campaign, but a struggle 
of two worlds’ views which were wrestling with one 
another. Either German principles, right, free- 
dom, honour, and morality must be upheld, or 
Anglo-Saxon principles, with idolatry of mammon, 
must be victorious. Anglo-Saxons aimed at making 
the peoples of the world work as slaves for the 
Anglo-Saxon ruling race. Such a matter could 
not be decided in days or weeks, or even in a year. 
He thanked heaven it had placed Field-Marshal 
von Hindenburg and General Ludendorff as coun- 
sellors at his side. The German people and army 
are indeed one and the same ; every man out there 
knows what he is fighting for. The enemy himself 
admits that, and in consequence we shall gain the 
victory—the victory of the German standpoint. That 
is what is in question.” 

Now the obvious thing about the Kaiser’s de- 
liverance is that it is a demoniacal delusion. 
“Whom the demons would slay they first make 
mad.” He is expressing truth, but he is in de- 
lusive error in applying it to himself and people. 
Let us suppose King George and President 
Wilson, the respective heads of the Anglo-Saxon- 
Israel peoples of the world, adopting and adapting 
the phraseology as follows :— 

The world-struggle is one of two worlds’ views 
—the views of Christ’s Kingdom and the views 
of Satan’s, of the world of light and the world of 
darkness, which are wrestling with one another. 
Either Anglo-Isaacson’s principles, RIGHT, FREE- 
DOM, HONOUR and MORALITY, must be upheld, 


100 God in His Earth. 


or German principles—wrong, slavery, dishonour, 
immorality, and idolatry of Mammon. 

Such a matter cannot be decided in days or 
weeks, or even years. Thank God for bringing 
the Anglo-Ephraim United Kingdom and com- 
pany of nations into unity of purpose, effort and 
will with the Saxon-Manasseh United States, for 
the saving of the world from ruin and chaos. The 
two great branches are one and the same race, 
being the nucleus of Christ’s Kingdom on an 
increasing scale for the advancement of Christ’s 
Kingdom on a larger scale, and having the sacred 
symbols of the Union Jack (Jacques or Jacob) and 
Old Glory banded and bonded together in per- 
petuity for the benefit of all mankind. Everyone 
knows what he is fighting for, and with the help 
of all who are allied with us, and above all with 
the help of the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
David, we shall gain the victory—the victory of 
the British and American standpoint, the victory 
of Liberty, Justice, Humanity, and Fair Play for 
every nation and individual in the great wide 
world. That is what is in question. 

When that day ultimately arrives, and may the 
good Lord hasten it, God’s will will be being done 
as in heaven so on earth; and thus God’s King- 
dom, Heaven’s Kingdom, Christ’s Kingdom, and 
David’s Kingdom, which is all the same so far as 
this world is concerned, will be fully come and our 
oft-repeated prayer be fully answered. 

In the meantime we must not only call for and 
pray for the Kingdom—the beautiful city of God 
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to come down fully on earth—we must work for it, 
and begin in our hearts and lives, otherwise we 
shall be like the man 
‘* Who called for a city beautiful ; 
He shouted it day by day; 
He wanted a city where noise was not, 
Where the spirit of art should sway. 
He wanted a city that should be fair, 
Where filth might never be seen, 
And forgot, so great was the zeal he had, 
To keep his back yard clean.” 


THE KINGDOM ON EARTH DEFINED AND 
INDICATED, 


In the Appendices may be seen interpretations of 
the Kingdom which soar beyond the bounds of 
time and ‘‘sense”’; here and now, however, let 
two important quasi-definitions, taken from the 
Old and New Testaments, not only keep us within 
these bounds, but provide, what is so much needed 
by many of our preachers and commentators— 
“sky-pilots” rather than Kingdom-exponents—a 
simple and authoritative answer to the question, 
What is ‘‘ The Kingdom ” as it specially concerns 
the present day and generation? 

1. God’s own definition : 

“The Kingdom . . . even ten tribes” 
(Benjamin, the eleventh tribe, being 
temporarily severed). (1 Kings xi. 13, 
35, 30.) 

2. S. Paul’s definition : 

‘The Kingdom of God is ... 
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righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 

‘‘For he that herein serveth Christ is 
well-pleasing to God, and approved of 
men.” (Rom. xiv. 17, 18). 


Collating the two definitions in the light of 
history, sacred and profane, the conclusion 
manifestly is that the Kingdom, in its ever- 
growing nucleus formation on earth, is now re- 
covenanted and Christianised Israel of the eleven 
tribes, principally in the United Kingdom and 
States and their far-flung offshoots, and thus 
cannot be the delusion of a Gentile Church, or an 
inflated Germania, though individual Gentiles and 
Germans, by believing in Christ, may come into 
it; and, still thinking imperially, it must bring” 
forth three practical fruits to commend it to God 
and man— 

Being right and doing it. 
Loving peace and establishing it. 
Having joy and sharing it— 
The joy of —— Jehovah first ; 
Others next ; 
Yourself ese 


Herein the prophecy meets with its fulfilment 
that ‘In daysto come... Israel shall blossom and 
bud: and they shall fill the face of the world with 
fruit” (Isa. xxvii. 6). [See Appendix: ‘‘ Cumula- 
tive Evidence.’’] 

Herein also the oath of the All-mighty is seen 
to be inviolable: ‘‘My covenant [to perpetuate 
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David’s throne, Kingdom, and lineage] will I not 
break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My 
lips” (Psa. Ixxxix. 34). 

‘Where is that Kingdom now? Where?” 
was Bradlaugh’s reasonable demand of Bible be- 
lievers. ‘Don’t tell me that it is meant figura- 
tively; do not tell me it is not literal. God 
swore that it should be for ever. He established 
it, and now it isa thing of the past, and you tell 
me that the God of the Bible always speaks the 
truth. Ido not believe it.” 

Yet, “God must prove true, though every man prove 
a liar!” 

The answer of the convinced Anglo-Saxon- 
Israeler to Bradlaugh (and there is no other that 
can prove the Bible true and silence the infidel) 
is simply this: God’s in His earth working 
through a Davidic House, Throne, and Kingdom. 
The Davidic House is none other than the House 
of Windsor, with Judah’s Lion on its Standard 
and its coat-of-arms. The Davidic Throne is 
where Jacob’s Stone is being sacredly preserved at 
Westminster, and the Davidic Kingdom is the 
Saxon race, in both its parts, Ephraim being domi- 
nant in the United Kingdom and Manasseh 
dominant in the United States. Both were, and 
are being, blessed under the Cross, Formerly, 
Ezekiel’s great army of dry bones; now, they are 
the living hosts of God in and for the earth ; and 
to them Judah is coming, and will, with their help, 
soon be going to possess their racial possessions 
wrested from Edom, or the Turks, Then 
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“ Stars and Stripes and Union Jack 
Shall make the whole world free.” 
‘And the Lord shall be King over all the earth.” 
(Zech. xiv. 9). 


The reader is now referred to the accompany- 
ing diagram, which shows the Kinepom from 
different view-points. 

The hexagram, formed by two equilateral 
triangles, is the MAGEN DawIDp, or so-called shield 
of David, and is the symbol of Judaism, to be seen 
nowadays inside or outside of their synagogues 
and magazines. There. are four of these symbols 
in the diagram, each containing a suggestive text 
which can conveniently be read on the reference 
page. The Kingdom is notably God’s, David’s, of 
Heaven, Messiah’s, Seen from ABOVE, it is numer- 
able at least as to its officers, glorious as to its 
dignity, divine as to its origin, overruling as to its 
government, and mystical as to its final end. 

Seen from WITHIN, it involves the new birth of 
the Spirit, godliness or duty to God, dutifulness in 
His service, otherdom or duty to others, morality 
or duty to one’s self. 

Seen from BENEATH, its subjects are numberless 
as the stars, growthful as fishes, destructionless as 
the God of Heaven, opulent enough to lend unto 
many nations, mundane because Christ and His 
chosen officers or “saints ”’ will reign over it upon 
the earth. 
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Seen from WITHOUT, it is so nearing that “the 
nations” are beginning to recognise it; growing, 
it is ever enlarging its sphere of influence; dis- 
placing all other rule, its own is becoming world- 
wide ; operating as God’s executive arm of Justice 
in the earth, it is breaking in pieces wicked nations ; 
and manifesting as God’s own original, chosen 
people once politically dead, but now alive again— 
once historically lost, but now found. The Satanic 
kaleidoscopic view is added as a reproach to some 
and as a warning to others—Necromancy or spirit- 
ism ; Gentilism or worshipping before images. and 
symbols; Dogmatics or assent to Romish, un- 
biblical beliefs; Ovdinances which lead to the re- 
jection of the great doctrine of Justification by 
Faith ; and Mammonism, which is a breach of the 
primary commandment, 


May the “ Lord God of Abraham,” 
The ‘‘ Fear of Isaac,” and 
The ‘‘Strength of Israel,” 


grant that, whether as a race or a commonwealth 
of kindred nations, we, their natural descendants 
and heirs, may not be found wanting in the great 
Day of the Lord at hand. 
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APPENDICES. 


(A.) VIEWS OF AND ON THE ‘‘ KINGDOM.” 


‘‘God made two rational creatures, free angels 
and men, and gave them the great gift of freedom. 
Hence they could do evil as well as good, which- 
ever they would ” (King Alfred). 

[Until these rational creatures alway do Him 
service freely and willingly, the Kingdom of God 
will not have come on the earth and its immediate 
heaven.]} - 

‘“ The Reign or Sovereignty of God as contrasted 
with the kingdoms of the worldly powers” (Jewish 
Encyclopeedia). 

“ The sphere of God’s fatherly love and rule in 
hearts truthfully submitted to Him through His 
Son ” (Dr. Orr). 

‘“‘The state of well-being within” (Eustace 
Miles). 

‘* A principle working from within outwards as 
a regenerating spirit in human life in all its depart- 
ments.” 

‘* A wider conception than that of the Church.” 

“A theocracy” (Josephus) but with the con- 
sciousness of a universalistic destiny. 

“ The visible Church.” ‘* The invisible Church.” 

‘““The community of believers on its ethical side 
is the Kingdom, as worshipping, the Church” 
(Kendall). 

‘* An ideal hovering over all actual societies, civil 
or sacred” (Prof. Bruce), 
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‘*In its essence the Kingdom is spiritual, but in 
its effects and operations it extends over every 
department and item of man’s life” (Prof. Findlay). 

“The will of the earthly in avowed subjection 
to that of the heavenly King ” (Edersheim). 

“ The Kingdom of God is the rule of God—it is 
God Himself in His power” (Harnack). 

‘“The whole social organism so far as it is 
affected by Divine influences.” 

“The Son of God in multitude as the Son is the 
Kingdom in a soul” (Dr. Forsyth), 

‘‘ The Kingdom of Heaven means the improve- 
ment, the elevation, the purification, the emanci- 
pation of mankind” (Mozley). 

‘‘ The Kingdom does its work as salt and fire, as 
sword and seed and leaven.” 

‘¢The Church is embodied and organised for the 
advancement of the Kingdom.” 

‘“‘The Kingdom of Heaven simply means the 
authority of the Lord in Heaven acknowledged 
upon the Earth. Whoever may own it, whether 
born of God or not; they are in the Kingdom of 
Heaven ” (Middleton). 

‘‘The reign of God over Redeemed Man, re- 
vealed and effectuated by the Gospel” (Bishop 
Moule). 

The Kingdom of God is translated in the Anglo- 
Saxon Testament as ‘‘ God’s realm,” 

An ever-extending realm of beings and things, 
irrespective of place, plane and period, under the 
perfect freedom of the Divine will and governance 
(A. P.). 


108 God in His Earth. 


(B.) EXTRACTS FROM ‘‘THE CHURCH IN THE 
FURNACE.” 


[This work consists of seventeen essays by tem- 
porary Church of England Chaplains on active 
service abroad, and is so remarkable for its out- 
spokenness that a sub-title might be ‘‘ The Im- 
peachment of Christianity.’’] 

“The Kingdom of God . . . a state of affairs in 
which men individually and in their mutual 
relationships, in fact in all their living together, 
will recognise and give effect to the Sovereignty 
of the God of Jesus Christ.” 

“Tt is a crusade for social justice and the brother- 
hood of man.” ‘‘It is applied Christianity.” 

‘‘The religion of the majority of men in the 
Army... isacreed of conduct .... Warhas 
taught them more about the ideals of the Kingdom 
of God than they have learned from definitely 
religious agencies.” 

“Let us boldly do what Jesus did, and put the 
Kingdom and the Cross in the very centre of our 
preaching. ... Preach the Kingdom of God in 
its sublimity, in all its range and all its glorious 
hopes, show us it is something for us all, call us all 
to live and work for it, enlist us all in service of 
the Master, and make Him living, concrete and 
appealing. Do not offer us ‘ Church privileges,’ or 
tell us that we ought to goto Church, Charge us 
rather with Church responsibilities. Show us God 
as King of all the world; bid us consecrate our- 
selves and act and live.” 
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“ The wonderful Gospel of the Kingdom is both 
the discovery of a century’s study of the Bible and 
the main need of a war-ravaged world.” 

‘*The Kingdom of God is really coming and has 
been coming all down the ages. It is on this 
point that Mr. Wells falls short in his teaching. 
He does not do justice to the victory of God.” 

“God’s Kingdom and His plan are universal. 
That is tosay, they are both incomplete till each 
individual enters and takes part. Whether I live 
or die this purpose holds.” 

‘‘T seem to see the time drawing near when men 
at last, men who Jong for the Kingdom, will give 
God an adequate chance to work out His plans 
through them, through their glad and loyal and 
single-hearted co-operation.” 

“Not content with any lesser objective than 
that aimed at and prayed for by the Unseen but 
Ever-present Commander of our forces, the exten- 
sion of the Rule and Kingdom of God on Earth. 
‘Thy will be done, on Earth, as it is in Heaven.’ ” 

N.B.—On the inter-denominational pledge card 
for soldiers there are these suggestive words :— 


“T hereby pledge my allegiance to the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my Saviour and King, and by 
God’s help will fight His battles for the victory 
of His Kingdom.” 

(C.) ExTRACTS FROM ‘‘ THE CHURCHES AND 
THE MYSTERIES ” (Pember). 


The Earthly and Heavenly Kingdom— 


‘Are they identical? Apparently not: yet the 
H 
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two are parts of one great whole. The relations 
between them may be inferred from a passage of 
Isaiah, wherein the prophet declares that the Lord 
will punish two governing bodies—‘ the Host of 
the High Ones on high, and the Kings of the 
Earth upon the earth’ (xxiv. 21). Now, the 
former of these are, doubtless, Satan and his angels, 
the present spiritual rulers of the earth ; while the 
latter are the kings of Christendom. Hence we 
may infer that God’s present arrangements for this 
world comprise two governing bodies, a spiritual 
or heavenly, and a human or earthly. And, since 
both of these bodies have failed to rule in righteous- 
ness, both will be deposed by the Lord Jesus, 
Who, together with His Church will then take the 
place of the former, and will establish the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel in the room of the latter. These 
governments will form the great Kingdom of God, 
which will thus consist of two spheres, the 
heavenly and the earthly, the last mentioned being 
the Millennial Kingdom of Israel, while the other 
is identical with the glorified Church. And hence 
it isthat Paul cries out with exultant faith: ‘ The 
Lord will deliver us from every evil work, and will 
gather me into His Heavenly Kingdom.’ 

‘* The glorified Church, then, which is Christ’s 
Body, and the Heavenly Kingdom of God, are 
merely different expressions for the same assem- 


bly. ... Noone can become a member of the 
Heavenly Kingdom, unless he has part in the First 
Resurrection. . . . While simple faith and 


eternal life are linked together, the Kingdom is 
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invariably connected, directly or indirectly, with 
the fruits of faith, with love, work, and conduct... . 
To persons who only believe on the Lord Jesus, 
but go no further, the Lord does, indeed, give 
eternal life; but the fruition of it will not begin 
until the Last Day, until the thousand years of 
the Millennial reign are ended. Such persons will 
not, therefore, be permitted to enter the Kingdom 
of the Heavens. . . . The poor in spirit, and 
those who have endured persecution for righteous- 
ness’ sake, will inherit it. Unless our righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees we cannot enter into it. A mere 
assertion that Jesus is our Lord will not procure 
admission for us: the forceful take it by force. 
No one who looks back is fit for it: except a man 
be born again, he cannot even see it : and except he 
be born of water andthe Spirit, he cannot enterinto 
it. We can reach it only by passing through much 
tribulation : the condition is, that, if we endure 
with Him, we shall also reign with Him. 

Since, then, the (Heavenly) Kingdom is the reward 
of works done after conversion, we are not sur- 
prised to find that only the worthy can obtain it 
(2 Thess. i. 4, 5). Nor must we omit to notice 
that the Lord Himself speaks of those ‘that have 
been accounted worthy to obtain that age and the 
resurrection from the dead’ (S. Luke xx. 35). For, 
since ‘that age’ is coupled with the resurrection 
from the dead, or the First Resurrection, it is clear 
that the former must be the Millennial Age, during 
which those who have part in the First Resurrec- 
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tion will reign with Christ, while the rest of the 
dead will not be raised until the Last Day. By 
this utterance, the Lord not only declares that the 
worthy alone will enter into the Kingdom, but also 
gives us the clue to another of His sayings. . ; 
In explaining to Peter what those shall have who 
have left all to follow Himself, He says, that they 
‘shall receive a hundredfold and shall inherit 
eternal life’ (S. Matt. xix. 29). Here, then, it is 
to be observed, that the reward is placed before 
eternal life. And this points again to the fact, 
that the reward will be given during the thousand 
years which precede the Last Day. The same 
lesson seems also to be taught in the parable of 
the ‘ Labourers in the Vineyard.’”’ 


(D.) EXTRACTS FROM “ THE RELIGION OF THE 
CHURCHES” (Bishop Gore). 


“The Church looks forward to an ‘end of the 
world ’—that is, an end of the familiar order of 
things, which is to usher in the future State, ‘the 
world to come "that is, the Kingdom or reign of 
God when all rebellion and evil has been utterly 
overcome and purged away, and God shall be all 
in all. There are passages in the New Testament 
in which the visible Church is identified with the 
Kingdom, and other passages in which they are 
distinguished. Thus, while we belong to the 
Church, we are taught to work and pray that God’s 
Kingdom may come, implying that it is not here 
at present. Perhaps, on the whole, we may say 
that the Kingdom is something larger than the 
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visible Church, but that both are of one piece: 
that the Church represents the Kingdom in the 
present world, and by its prayers and activities 
prepares the way for its future coming. . . . On 
the whole, the anticipations of the New Testament 
do not lead us to transfer the scene of the Kingdom 
of God from earth to some other sphere called 
heaven. Rather it describes a ‘return’ of Christ 
from heaven to earth, and (so to speak) a fusion of 
heaven with earth, or a new heaven and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, the centre 
of the whole new world being the New Jerusalem, 
the perfected fellowship of humanity, the City of 
God. . . . The matter of greatest importance 
is that it is the creation of God, and the humanity 
which we now know, that, purged and transformed, 
are to supply the material of the Kingdom of God. 
Whatever the catastrophe through which the world 
must pass, whatever the purging process of judg- 
ment, whatever the transformation of matter, it is 
this world that is to become the Kingdom of God. 

It may well be that the final manifestation 
of divine victory will follow upon a state of things 
in which God has seemed to be utterly defeated all 
the world over, just as the resurrection of Christ 
followed upon the seeming total failure of the Cross. 
But the wise Christian is content to wait and see, 
while he holds the confident faith that Christ 
reigns, Supreme and unquestionable, and will one 
day come into His own in the whole scene of 
creation.” 
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(E.) ExTRACTS FROM “‘ THE EVER-COMING 
KINGDOM OF GOD” 


(Prof. Bernhard Duhm, D.D., of Basle). 


“ Religion is not, as it once was, the great river 
of life carrying all the many waters, united in one, 
down to the mighty ocean. Every man is thinking 
of himself, and the highest aim of each is to win 
for himself a sure little corner in the other world. 
: What is the foundation of Christianity ? 
It ishope! Hope that the reign of God shall come 
soon. Jesus planted that hope as the centre of 
Religion when he bade His disciples pray, ‘‘Our 


Rather !);-.\.) Thy Kingdom come!” i. eae 
kernel of His Gospel was the proclamation of the 
ever-coming Kingdom of God. . . . To Him 


the Kingdom of God was to be an objective reality : 
an actual fellowship of citizens, some of whom 
would be great and some small. . . . Christianity 
is a prayer, a desire, a longing! It is the desire 
that God may become King in the world of men as 
He is in Heaven. The desire for one’s own Sal- 
vation is not the first and weightiest concern: the 
demand for a transformation of the world is the 
chief thing. . . . The prayer for the coming 
of the Kingdom of God has been uttered for two 
thousand years, and by hundreds of millions of 
Christian hearts. Yet, if we might hold an inves- 
tigation, we should probably discover that only a 
very few persons ever feel what they say when they 
offer the prayer. . . . Many devout souls have 
decided that the Kingdom of God has come already 
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—long ago—and, of course, ‘in the inner sense.’ 
To such persons the opinion that God 
Himself ever interferes in the matter, or means to 
interfere in the future, is mystical and unsound. 
But the Kingdom of God whereof we hear 
in the Bible is not here already ; it is coming: we 
are waiting for it: we are praying that it may come. 
. Those who know what they are saying when 
they pray, ‘Thy Kingdom come,’ have a feeling 
that for them these words throw a beam of light 
upon the riddle of the world and of life. They 
havea sense that everything that struggles upward 
out of chaos towards life and consciousness, . 
everything in us that weaves dreams and sings of 
ideals . . . all is following the magnetic power 
of that something which Jesus calls ‘Our Father,’ 
Such men see in all that we call Evolution, in all 
the marvels of the physical world, in the marvel of 
life, in the marvel of the human spirit, only the 
first stages of a great building that by-and-bye 
shall be the abode of the fellowship of those free 
spirits who have communion with God. They 
know indeed full well that all this will not come 
of itself under a mere natural law of necessity: 
men must will! We must work hard, to build up 
our own life; we must fight, and so grow strong, 
and then ripen like true men. All the time we 
must pray like children— 


3 


‘Father, Thy Kingdom come.’’ 


S=- 
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(F.) ExTRACTS FROM S, AUGUSTINE 


(354 to 430 A.D.). 

The most unsatisfactory explanation conceivable 
of the “Kingdom” of the Old Testament is in the 
17th book of the Apologetic of S. Augustine, entitled 
“The City of God.” The scholastic theologian 
simply spiritualises the promises ve David’s throne 
and kingdom, transferring everything to Christ ; 
and the whole argument rests on a preposition and 
the ignoring of other passages to the contrary and 
common sense. Before I give the quotation and 
his comments thereon, the greatest monstrosity in 
literature I have ever come across, it ought to be 
mentioned that the prolific writer at the end of his 
2and, and last book, asks forgiveness for saying too 
much or too little, as the case may be; and indig- 
nant British-Israelers should bear this in mind. 

1 Sam. xv. 26—29: ‘The Lord hath rent the 
Kingdom FRom Israel out of thine hand this day 
and will give it to thy neighbour, who is good above 
thee, and will divide Israel in twain. And Hewill 
not be changed, neither will He repent: for He is 
not as aman that He should repent ; who threatens 
and does not persist.” 

“The Scripture has not what is read in most 
Latin copies, ‘The Lord hath rent the Kingdom 
OF Israel out of thine hand this day,’ but just as 
we have set it down it is found in the Greek copies, 
that the words ‘ out of thine hands’ may be under- 
stood to mean ‘from Israel,’ Therefore this man 
(Saul) figuratively represented the people of Israel, 


Appendices. 107 


which was to lose the kingdom, Christ Jesus our 
Lord being about to reign, not carnally but 
spiritually. And when it is said of Him, ‘And 
will give it to thy neighbour,’ that is to be referred 
to the fleshly kinship ; for Christ, according to the 
flesh, was of Israel, whence also Saul sprang. But 
what is added, ‘Good above thee,’ may indeed be 
understood, ‘ Better than thee,’ and indeed some 
have thus translated it ; but it is better taken thus, 
‘Good above thee,’ as meaning that because He is 
good, therefore He must be above thee, according 
to that other prophetic saying, ‘ Till I put all thine 
enemies under thy feet. And among them is 
ISRAEL: from whom as His persecutor, Christ 
took away the Kingdom; although the Israel in 
whom there is no guile may have been there too, 
a sort of grain, as it were, of that chaff. For cer- 
tainly thence come the apostles, thence so many 
martyrs, of whom Stephen is the first; thence so 
many Churches, which the Apostle Paul names, 
magnifying God in their conversion, Of which 
thing I do not doubt what follows is to be under- 
stood ‘And will divide Israel in twain ’—to wit, 
unto Israel pertaining to ‘the bond-woman and 


Israel pertaining tothefree . . . that division 
Nae should be eternal and unchangeable by 
this which is added . . . When God is said 


not to repent, it is understood that He does not 
change . . . This division of the people of 
Israel has been altogether irremediable and quite 


perpetual.” 
Re 2 Sam. vii, 10 he says: “ Whoever hopes for 
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this so great good in this world and in this earth, 
his wisdom is but folly.” (And yet, here we are 
in the God-appointed place of security from inva- 
sion !) 

Re Hos. i. 11 he says: “The children shall ascend 
from the earth,” adding ‘‘ We should but weaken 
the savour of this prophetic oracle if we set our- 
selves to explain it. Then he applies all the pro- 
phecies he can to the Church. 

What lover of truth and of the Bible will not 
protest with Bishop Ryle against such cloud-land 
exegesis >—“I protest against the habit of allego- 
rising plain sayings of the Word of God concerning 
the future history of the nation Israel, and ex- 
plaining away the fulness of their contents in order 
to accommodate them to the Gentile Church.” 


(G.) EXTRACTS FROM 
“THE KINGDOM OF THE LoRD.” .(ONSLOW). 
(An enlightening book published by Banks & Son). 


All Scripture must be fulfilled as spoken, or 
written, and the spiritual cannot be substituted 
for the literal, where the literal is plain and pre- 
cise. 

The prophets show plainly that the kingdom 
with which they deal is an earthly kingdom. They 
forecast its destiny from small beginnings to 
immense and marvellous proportions. They treat 
of its vicissitudes and changes. The location of 
its ‘‘appointed place” of rest, after its long 
migrations through the other nations of the world 
amongst whom its people are to wander, is de- 
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clared as being in the ‘Isles of the West,” in the 
“North Country,” and in the “Isles of the Sea.” 
It is here the prophets indicate they are to enter 
the New Covenant. It is from here they are to 
spread abroad to the four quarters of the compass, 
and from here their colonial expansion is to take 
place. It is here alsothat the Throne of David, 
taken from the House of Judah, is to be placed, 
and develop into a mighty sovereignty, to have 
sway over an immense empire embracing peoples 
of every nationality. It is no spiritual kingdom 
the prophets have been inspired to write of. It is 
the earthly, sinning, idolatry-loving kingdom of 
the House of Israel they deal with in all their pro- 
phetical allusions to Israel, apart from Judah. 
Why insist upon confusing and rendering difficult 
of comprehension that which in the Word itself is 
plain and simple? The outcast House of Israel, 
lost for ages to the world’s sight and knowledge, 
has become to almost all Christians as much a 
myth as the existence of the gods and goddesses 
of ancient heathen mythology. The idea of Israel 
existing in these days asa great and mighty and 
ever-expanding kingdom, ruling a vast area of 
the world’s surface, and demonstrating its Imperial 
character by conquering its numerous enemies, 
and after subduing them being a means of blessing 
to them, is to most people one altogether too fan- 
tastical to be entertained fora moment. And yet 
this is the condition the House of Israel must be 
in if the Scriptures have been correctly interpreted. 

It is this putting aside of Israel—to whom the 
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promises pertain—that causes all the confusion 
about the kingdom of God, and which has led to 
the allegorising of the unfulfilled prophecies and 
the spiritualising of the blessings and privileges. 

Nowhere in the prophets is the Church ever 
alluded to in any sense whatever. . . . The ethics 
of the Kingdom of God, as taught by Christ, were 
nothing new: they were and had always been 
embodied in the law and in the prophets... . 
The ‘“‘ Kingdom of God” of our Lord’s parables is 
none other than the once outcast House of Israel, 
redeemed by Christ, brought into the New Cove- 
nant promised to them through Jeremiah, His 
servant, which kingdom, ruled by a descendant of 
David, will, when purged of its evil elements, 
merge into the eternal Kingdom of Christ, whose 
King He will be. . . . It is quite certain that 
David’s throne and kingdom are those of Israel 
and they are everlasting. It is equally certain 
that Christ’s throne and kingdom are everlasting ; 
but as Christ is to have given to Him “the throne 
of his father David,” it goes without saying that 
David’s kingdom is Christ’s kingdom. No other 
conclusion is possible. . . . Our Lord plainly and 
authoritatively declared that the Kingdom of God 
—then in existence—should be taken from the 
Jews who had it; and that it should be given toa 
NATION—not distributed in a spiritual sense 
amongst all nations—and that that nation receiy- 
ing the kingdom should bring ‘forth the fruits 
thereof” (Matt. xxi. 43)... . What other nation 
than one of Hebrew descent from the fathers 
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of Israel had, or could have, any sort of claim to 
it? ... The Jew had not the faith to see and 
acknowledge Christ, and consequently Christ took 
away from them “even that he hath,” ‘the king- 
dom of God ’”’—what nation had it? St. Peter in 
his 1st epistle tells us: The Dispersion (equiva- 
lent to Jezreel, Hos. i. 4), “a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession,”’ to be re-gathered 
ultimately in a new ‘land of Israel ” (Ezek. xi. 17) 
in a safe place of their own (2 Sam. vii. Io.) 


(H.) ExTRacTs FROM 
‘“*THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.” 


By Dr. WALPOLE, Bishop of Edinburgh. 


“ There has never been any complete agreement 
as to what the phrase means. 

‘‘Kingdom means kingdom and not simply rule 
or government—a kingdom of living, intelligent 
beings. 

‘It is a realm rather than a rule. Heaven is 
the sphere where the realm is situated, God the 
King Who governs it. 

“It is present and future, heavenly and earthly, 
at the same time. 

“ He only truly sees things who sees round them 
and beyond them. 

“Man is a world and hath another to attend 
him ” (George Herbert). 

“ The first in the field was the spiritual world 
. . . the atoms bear distinct marks of being manu- 
factured articles. 
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‘‘The righteous society of heaven is making a 
righteous society on earth. 

‘«‘ With purified eyes we find a heavenly kingdom 
enwrapping this... we realise the gentle, in- 
definable pressure of a kingdom that makes for 
righteousness, 

“ The spiritual kingdom presses on every part of 
human society as closely as the atmosphere presses 
on the earth. 

“*Nature,’ in the sense we now use it in, never 
occurs in the Bible... . It is simply the expres- 
sion of an invisible spiritual kingdom which ante- 
dates it in time as it surpasses it in power. 

‘‘The natural world is an incarnation, a visible 
representation, a working model of the Eingdom 
of Heaven” (Drummond). 

“ The spiritual law in the natural world is one 
thing, but the natural law in the spiritual world 
quite another. 

‘‘A day will arise when ... Nature will be a 
perfectly free expression of the Kingdom of 
Heaven” (Rom. viil. 20, 21), 

‘‘The Incarnation necessarily meant a new rela- 
tion of Christ to nature. He took it into union 
with Himself, endowed Himself with it, became 
it. The Kingdom of Heaven, then, in Christ was 
at hand as it had never been before. 

‘“The Kingdom would naturally express itself, 
What we call ‘miracles’ were bound to happen, 
for here was One who was King of the invisible 
world and yet a member of the invisible. . . . The 
miracles of Christ, then, are signs, as our Lord 
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Himself said, that the Kingdom of Heaven had 
come upon men. 

‘* Scientific inventions are a real coming of the 
Kingdom. 

‘‘ The Church is the expression of the Kingdom 
of Heaven in a definite and clear form, and the 
State is the wide sphere for its exercise. 

‘‘God provided a sanctuary for the great reli- 
gious ideas of the kingdom in an organised society, 
the Church, as He provided a home for great moral 
and political ideas in an organised society, the 
State”? (Dean Church). 

“« The Church stands to the Kingdom of Heaven 
as the School of Art stands to the kingdom of art, 
the School of Music to the kingdom of music, the 
School of Medicine to the kingdom of health. 

‘‘The Kingdom of Heaven... is no longer 
simply an evolution of humanity . . . it is an evo- 
lution through the spiritual environment of a 
spiritual kingdom of love.” 


(I.) Extracts FROM “‘THE KINGDOM OF Gop.” 
By Canon WILLIAM TEMPLE 
(Formerly Head Master of Repton). 


“ The aim ... is not to solve problems, but to 
stimulate thought. 

“There were in the world two leading concep- 
tions of the Kingdom of God .. . the kingdom to 
be founded by political and if necessary by mili- 
tary means; and the kingdom to be founded by 
the Son of Man descending in the clouds of heaven 
and established by miracle. ... Probably most 
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people held both without realising that any con- 
tradiction was involved. 

“St. John the Baptist combined with the 
apocalyptic tone all the strong ethical teaching of 
the prophets: ‘Make yourselves fit.” ‘God is 
about to act.’ 

“ The Son of Man stripped the Messiahship of 
everything but the commission to inaugurate the 
Kingdom. He comes proclaiming it; He is its 
herald. 

“Of course he heals, . . . but it is not the thing 
He has come for. He has come to proclaim the 
Kingdom. 

“ His Kingdom is to be marked off from all other 
kingdoms. 

“Tf the Messiah is the Founder of the Kingdom 
of God, He is the Founder of the Kingdom of the 
Omnipotent. If Godis to be omnipotent He must 
be ruler, not only of men’s conduct but also of 
their hearts and wills . . . only by winning them 
can they be governed. 

“The kingdom must be a community. The 
word is meaningless unless it includes the idea of 
a community and society, . . . which is to be the 
organ of the will of Christ. 

“The Lord’s prayer which begins with the peti- 
tion that God’s Kingdom may come and His will 
be done in earth as much as in Heaven and ends 
by commending our petitions on the ground that 
it is His Kingdom, Power and Glory with which 
we are concerned, is quite plainly a missionary 
prayer. 
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“Our lives are moulded very largely by the 
secular environment of our nation; but that 
secular environment is not yet Christian, and until 
it is, there is not the remotest chance of any indi- 
vidual person being completely Christian. 

“Only when the world is converted and sub- 
jected to the power of the Cross shall we see the 
real coming of the Kingdom. 

“ There can be no doubt that Christianity is con- 
cerned not merely with people’s souls or with their 
well-being hereafter, but with their whole nature, 
and with the whole physical side of life. 

‘““The Kingdom of God was founded when its 


King was crowned with thorns. .. . Christ broke 
His Body in symbol at the Last Supper and, in 
fact, upon the Cross. . . . ‘God is reigning from 
theLree.” 


“If we are to enter the Kingdom that Christ 
founded we must acknowledge Him as its King, 
and the spirit of His life as the law that governs 
alike the individuals who are to be its citizens and 
the nations which are to be its provinces,” 


(J.) EXTRACTS FROM 
‘“WuereE Is THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN ?” 


By A. CLuTTon Brock. 


Christ’s doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven has 
been ignored; . . . the doctrine is not the centre 
of Christian thought that it ought to be. : 
His doctrine has not been understood. Christ was 
possessed by an idea and a purpose in one—called 

I 
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the Kingdom of Heaven. . . . He meant some- 
thing here and now ... . an idea that was also a 
fact. 


The priest believes in the common will of the 
Church; he must believe also in the common will 
of mankind to be exercised, not only in worship, 
but also in politics. He must believe in the King- 
dom of Heaven to be attained here and now by 
political means. 

~The Kingdom of Heaven is within as well as 
without us, It is of the will no less than of the 
perceptions. We must be it if we are to see it, just 
as we must see it if we are to be it; and any man 
who has seen it knows that he has seen only a 
glimpse of it, and knows that to see more of it he 
must be it. It is the essence of the Kingdom that 
to see it makes us desire to be it. But, since we 
must be it if we are to see it, and since it is a 
relation in which we must all be part if we are to 
achieve the Kingdom among ourselves and within 
ourselves, it follows that we must aim at the 
Kingdom politically, that is to say as a whole 
society and by all kinds of concerted effort. 

Politics are mere nonsense, chaos, until we see 
that they are an attempt to attain to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Since the Kingdom is the best we can imagine, 
it is personal . . . the relation of the Kingdom of 
Heaven is the relation of creatures that become 
personal in that relation and express the person- 
ality of their Creator. 

The doctrine ot the Kingdom of Heaven. , , 
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implies God. And Christ tells us that, when we 
are pure (single-minded) in heart, we shall see 
God (without necessarily knowing that it is God 
we see). 

As the Kingdom of Heaven must be perceived 
if it is to be believed in, so God must be perceived, 
in and through the Kingdom of Heaven, if He is 
to be believed in. 

The sixth beatitude is thus explained: “ Happy ” 
are the wholly ‘‘single-minded,” for they perceive 
‘a reality ’ they know to be God. 

It is clear from the passion with which Christ 
speaks of seeing God and the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that He believed Himself to have seen God thus, 
and thus to be aware of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
God is to Him the Kingdom of Heaven in its 
utmost intensity, the reality at the heart of that 
reality. ... He wished to share His secret with 
all men, so that it should be no longer secret; He 
was moved by the same passion for communication 
that makes men produce works of art. 

Universal fellowship alone is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

There is a clear difference between that fellow- 
ship which is a product of the herd-instinct and 
that which is itself an effort to accomplish the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is a relation, it can be 
attained to only by all men together, indeed by the 
whole universe; and mankind and the universe 
exist so they may attain to it. 


128 God in His Earth. 


A fs 
BENJAMIN’S ROLE IN HISTORY. 
A WONDERFUL PROVIDENCE, 


‘‘It came to pass at that time, when Jeroboam 
went out of Jerusalem, that the Prophet Ahijah 
the Shilonite found him in the way; now Ahijah 
had clad himself with a new garment; and they 
two were alone in the field. And Ahiah laid hold 
of the new garment that was on him, and rent it 
in twelve pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, Take 


thee ten pieces: for thus saith the Lord, the God 
of Israel, 


‘Behold, I will rend THE KINGDom out of 
the hand of Solomon, and will give THE TEN 
TRIBES to thee: (but he shall have THE ONE 
TRIBE, for My servant David’s sake, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel:).... I will 
not take the whole kingdom out of his hand;: 
.... but I will take the kingdom out of his 
son’s hand, and will give it unto thee, even 
the ten tribes. And unto his son (Rehoboam) 
will I give the one tribe, that David My ser- 
vant may have a lamp alway before Me in 
Jerusalem ” (x Kings xi, 31, etc.) 


Note the expressions, THE KINGDOM, THE TEN 
TRIBES, THE ONE TRIBE, the definite article occur- 
ring in each case in the original. So, though 
there was to be division, the Kingdom would 
remain one, exclusive of Judah. For by comparing 
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2 Sam, li. 8—11 andiii. 9, 10, with v. 5, it is evident 
that the tribe of Judah was not considered to be 
- included in the term ‘All Israel,” and that only 
“all Israel” could be termed “the kingdom.” As 
the Psalmist intimates, Judah’s honour was to be 
Jehovah's “‘ Sanctuary,” and the rest of Israel His 
dominion” or kingdom. When God caused or 
allowed the two Houses of Judah and Israel to be 
politically divided, one tribe in a wonderful provi- 
dence was specially left with Royal Judah, and the 
other ten tribes were largely left to themselves, by 
Him Who foresaw the future, to carve out their 
Own racial and national career. For convenience 
sake we may call the two parts the kingdom minor 
and the kingdom major. Israel-major’s apostacy 
was foreseen, and therefore provided for by leading 
the Tribe of Benjamin (Rachel’s dying gift to 
Jacob, ‘‘ The beloved of the Lord,” as Mosesspoke 
of him) or Israel-minor away from temptation, 
giving them Jerusalem, and keeping them near to 
the Holy Temple, the recurring prophetical ex- 
pression “ Judah and Jerusalem ” being equivalent 
to Judah and Benjamin. But the God of Israel 
also foresaw what would happen when the Messiah 
appeared. So, by locating Israel-minor by them- 
selves in Galilee, He delivered them from the evil 
that the Judzans or Jews brought upon themselves 
by their self-imposed curse. Then was the 
‘‘ byotherhood”’ broken that Zechariah the post- 
exilic prophet refers to in his eleventh chapter, 
though it wasn’t fully consummated until the ter- 
rible siege of A.D. 70 when probably the Benja- 
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minites, as forewarned and Divinely led, escaped 
the final horrors (Jer. vi. 1; Matt. xxiv. 16). 

‘““Of the populace above forty thousand were 
saved, whom Cesar let go whither every one of 
them pleased” ; and though Josephus (or Eusebius, 
who writes that they were “commanded by a 
divine revelation ”’) does not tell us they were Ben- 
jaminites, we may reasonably conjecture that they 
were; whose destiny now was to take themselves, 
as the Kingdom-minor, from Judah, to Pella, and 
ultimately, va Scandinavia and Normandy, link 
themselves on to the other tribes, the historically 
lost sheep of the House of Israel, that were to be 
safely folded somewhere to the north and west of 
Palestine. Then was fulfilled, in part at all events, 
the cryptic saying of our Lord, “ The Kingdom 
of God shall betakenaway from you (Jews) and shall 
be given toa NATION bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
And he that falleth on this stone (nation) shall be 
broken to pieces: but on whomsover it shall fall, 
it will scatter him as dust” (Dan. ii., 34, 35; 
Pere xxxt. 35S lsaxxviin): 

As for Benjamin in Galilee being the ‘‘lamp” 
tribe, where else would the Light of the World 
have found His apostles and disciples if one of the 
earliest acts of His ministry had not been the 
lighting of these lamps which, thanks to S. John 
Baptist, were ready to hand? So it was that 


‘*The people which sat in darkness saw a 
great light, and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death, to them did light. 
spring up” (S. Matt. iv. 16) 
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And as for the Benjaminites becoming identified 
as Normans, both having a wolf as their emblem 
what other people would have devoted themselves 
to erecting the massive, stone, Sanctuary, light- 
bearing witnesses of our enduring Religion which, 
through eight centuries, have been the glory of 
almost every part of this our appointed place? 
(2 Sam. vii. 10)—the place indeed where, if we are 
wise and worthy enough to believe our ancient 
traditions, one if not two Benjaminites, Joseph of 
Arimathza (who built our first Christian Church) 
and the great S. Paul himself, came to preach the 
Gospel of the Kingdom, thus obeying the Master’s 
last command to visit what was known then as 
Ultima Thule, ‘‘the uttermost PART of the 
earth,” 

Moreover, to those whose perception is unveiled, 
the Olive Tree symbolism of Rom. xi. 13—25, 
which comes between the passages dealing with 
the two elections of Grace and Race, manifestly 
shows Benjamin’s spiritual work in another way. 
The Root of the Racial Tree is of course Abraham, . 
Isaac and Israel being the stem; the ‘natural 
branches” represent the twelve tribes. Ten of 
them discovenanted themselves or cut themselves 
off, leaving only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 
Then Judah became detached, but Benjamin’s 
privilege was to remain on, to keep the racial tree 
alive, otherwise there might have been no tree left 
for the recovenanting or grafting of Gentilised 
Israel, also of the Gentiles proper, and finally of 
converted Judah which, however, is not to take 
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place, wholesale, until the Messiah comes to reign 
on earth in the Kingdom of God, of Heaven, and 
of David. 

Hence the sub-title, ‘‘ A Wonderful Providence,” 
is justified, and the olive tree or kingdom of 
eleven-tribed Israel, along with Royal Judah and 
the Gentile grafts, will ere long fill the world. 


[Rom. iv. 13, Deut. xxxiii. 17, Dan. 11. 45 and 35, 
Isa. xxvii. 6]. 


TEE 
THE ECCLESIA., 


The Greek word Ekklesia in the New Testament 
and in the Septuagint doesn’t mean ecclesiasti- 
oism, It stands sixty times for the Hebrew KHL 
or Kahal in the Old Testament. In both words © 
we can sense the Anglo-Saxon CALL. God calls 
out His “assembly,” “ congregation” or Church 
(kyriakos=of the Lord). Inthe A.V. Congregation 
is the Old Testament word; and congregation 
and assembly are the words used in the R.V. In 
the Bible translations by Tyndall and Cranmer 
congregation is used in both Testaments, where 
the word church does not seem to be used at all. 
Neither does it appear in the Old Testament, A.V. 
and R.V. 

Compare Psalm xxii. 22, ‘In the midst of the 
congregation (kahal) will I praise Thee,’ and Heb. 


ii. 12, ‘‘In the midst of the church (ekklesia) will I 
praise Thee.” 


Appendices. 133 


The two words must be taken to mean the 
people in a collected body. S. Stephen in his 
defence before the Jewish Council spoke of “ the 
ekklesia in the wilderness,’ which Wycliffe, in 
1380, translated as ‘‘chirvche,’’ but other translators, 
until the A.V., as “congregacion” or ‘‘ assemble.” 
Article XIX. gives us the following simple defini- 
tion: ‘The visible Church of Christ is a 
congregation of faithful men,” etc. In Psa. cxlix. 
the praise of Jehovah was to be sung in a new 
song in the kahal, congregation (A.V.), assembly 
(R.V.) of the saints. Who are they? ‘Even the 
children of Israel, a people near unto Him.” Why 
this honour? ‘To execute vengeance upon the 
nations and punishments upon the peoples” (see 
also Jer. li. 20)-—-in the extension of God’s 
righteous rule upon earth. The obvious inference 
is that the ecclesia in Old Testament times was 
God’s people Israel, called out of the world to be 
separated in heart, mind, aims, customs and wor- 
ship from all the rest of mankind; and called out 
too in mercy for service as God’s executive arm of 
justice in the domain of human affairs. 

Is there any reason for supposing that the New 
Testament Ecclesia, translated Church nowadays, 
is for non-Israelites in particular? The answer is 
in the negative, as we may see by comparing the 
promise ve ‘‘ Tabernacle” of David, in Amos ix. II 
(which refers to Ten-Tribed Israel) with a partial 
fulfilment in Acts xv., where “ a people (obviously 
Israel mixed up with the Gentiles) wete recoven- 
anted in Christ (Isa. xlix.). David’s ‘‘ Tabernacle” 
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couldn't be built up by gathering in pure Gentiles, 
but only by regathering the scattered and sifted 
House of Israel, ‘‘not the least grain” of which 
should be overlooked in the gathering in of the 
ecclesia. It is remarkable that the word church 
does not appear in the Gospels according to SS. 
Mark, Luke and John. Like the expression 
Kingdom of Heaven, it is peculiar to S. Matthew, 
where our Lord is said to have used the word on 
two occasions. In xvili. 17 it means, as the R.V. 
margin shows, “congregation”: ‘‘ Tell thy com- 
plaint to the congregation.” In xvi. 18 the Master 
rewards S. Peter’s confession of faith by saying in 
effect : ‘Thou art a bit of a rock in name: upon 
this, the rock of faith in Me, I will house-build 
my ecclesia or assembly, and by thy mouth the 
Gentiles shall hear the word of the Gospel and 
believe” (Acts xv. 7). These were some of the 
“firstfruits ” of the Household of God (S. James i. 
tand 18). Thus to S. Peter fell the honour of the 
“keys”; but the honour of binding and loosing 
was given to all (S. Matt. xviii. 18), being mani- 
festly exercised at Jerusalem, at the Council of the 
whole Church. 

Surely the fact that this important Church 
Council was neither convoked, dismissed nor pre- 
sided over by S. Peter is an indication that the 
other apostles didn’t recognise him as their Pri- 
mate. The primacy given nowadays by an 
apostate Church to one apostle is a heritage of the 
Dark Ages, founded on a false exegesis, supported 
by the forged “ Isidorian Decretals,” the spurious 
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“ Donation of Constantine,’”’ and an interpolation 
in S. Cyprian’s works, the intention being to get 
authority over the whole of Christendom and over 
the nations and rulers of the world. Our Lord 
resisted the devil’s temptation to premature king- 
ship over the kingdom of the world. Pope 
Nicolas I. basely succumbed; but it was not until 
four centuries later that his notorious successor, 
Innocent III. (who excommunicated King John), 
addressing his Bull to the whole world, auda- 
ciously declared that as Christ had committed the 
whole world to the government of the Popes, ‘‘it 
is altogether necessary to salvation that every 
human creature should be subject to the Roman 
Pontiff.” Thus the Papacy manifestly showed 
itself as Antichristos (in the place of Christ), Vice- 
Christ (Christ’s Vicar), the ‘‘ Vice-God,” ‘‘ a Ceesar 
over souls,” the “ Beasts”—political and eccle- 
siastical—of Rev. xili., the ‘‘man of sin” and the 
“‘mystery of iniquity.” Obviously such an entity 
can neither be the Bride of Christ nor the Kingdom 
of God. Can any reasonable student of the Bible 
and of history therefore fail to accept the view of 
that good and earnest man Pope Gregory the 
Great (who sent to Kent the monk Augustine) that 
the title of “ Universal Bishop” was a proud and 
foolish word, that its assumption by any Bishop 
was an imitation of the devil, who exalted himself 
above his fellow-angels ; and that it was ‘‘a token 
of Antichrist’s speedy coming ”’? 

Of the seventy-seven Fathers who have 
expounded the ‘‘ Rock”’ passage only seventeen 
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apply it to S. Peter and sixteen to Christ, while 
forty-four declare that it was ‘the faith ” which 
S. Peter confessed that was the rock foundation 
on which Christ would house-build His church. 
After the Gospels, the word church in the singular 
is used sixty-three times; Church of God seven 
times; churches about thirty-two times. “The 
kingdom idea,” writes Dr. Watson, ‘flourishes in 
every corner of the three Gospels, and languishes 
in the Acts and Epistles, while the Church idea is 
practically non-existent in Jesus’ sermons, but 
saturates the letters of S. Paul.” What better 
reason can be given for this than the practical one 
that the Roman power being what it was, it were 
better and safer to preach the spiritual rather than 
the temporal side of truth. The kingdom might 
be centuries in coming, but meanwhile the officers 
that will be required had to be prepared, and 
brought together in an organised religious society, 
alike educative and disciplinary, termed the 
Ecclesia. So the Ecclesia is Christ’s body. Christ 
is its head. It is subject unto Christ. Christ 
loved it and gave Himself for it: to sanctify and 
cleanse it and to present it to Himself as His 
bride: ‘“‘the pillar and basement of the truth” 
(z.e., “a witness and keeper of Holy Writ.” See 
Art, XX.). “ Ye Ephesian-Israelites” (S. Paul 
seems to mean and say in Ephes. ii.) ‘‘ once ‘ alien- 
ated,’ but now made nigh in the blood of Christ 
(of the New Covenant) are no longer Gentiles 
(1 Cor. xii. 2), but ye ave (not ‘‘should be’’) fellow- 
heirs and fellow-members of the body, and fellow- 
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partakers of the promise of Christ Jesus through 
the Gospel.” ‘“‘Ye are fellow-citizens with the 
saints and of the household of God.” “Ye are 
come unto Mount Sion and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, ‘to tens of 
thousands of angels in festal assembly and to the 
congregation of the first-born’” (Heb. xii. 23). 
Note that the Speaker’s Commentary here gives 
congregation instead of church, and until the latter 
word is purified it might be well to follow the 
example. For it is certain that the title Church 
needs the same drastic purging of its Romanism as 
the institution itself did in pre-Reformation times. 

At present it connotes a pagan priestly hierarchy 
—an organisation which can find no warrant, even 
for its bare existence, in the New Testament. It 
also connects itself with a Catholicism that is 
simply ‘‘ paganism with a Christian nomenclature, 
and is not Christianity at all.” 

Last and worst, since the dogma of: Papal infal- 
libility (about half a century ago) was proclaimed 
‘**in thunder, lightning and rain, and by the extem- 
porised light of candles,” the Catholic Church idea 
has culminated in the sacrosanct person of the 
Pope—the supposed organ of the Holy Ghost— 
who now can make the proud though empty boast, 


**The Kingdom of God is the Church, and 
the Church it is I.” 


Perhaps the best counteractant for Protestantism 
to adopt would be the practical one of reviving to 
the full Christ’s idea of the Kingdom, and the 
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pouring of the new wine of the Kingdom into the 
old bottles of ecclesiastical terminology. But even 
so, we shall need the power of the King Himself 
Who shall shortly destroy the pagan Papacy “ with 
the brightness of His coming ” (2 Thess. 11. 8). 

Now, since, as we say in our National Prayer 
Book, we are the chosen people of God, there is 
a special warning message for all the Papists and 
Apists of the British race, and it is this :— 


‘““Come out of her, My people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues: for her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities ” (Rev. xviii. 4). 


Ove 
SELECTED MARVELS OF OMNISCIENCE AND 
FOREKNOWLEDGE. 


Symbolical and chronological prophecy is 
simply history written beforehand in _hiero- 
glyphics. The difficulty is in fixing the chief 
starting-point ; for sometimes, critical eras of 
history, rather than particular years, are pre- 
indicated, and the same number may refer to 
lunar years of 354, solar of 3653, or prophetical 
years of 360 days. Lapse of time can only fulfil 
such prophecy, and the lapse of time can only 
explain it. 

To have put the prophecies in the open solar 
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form might have challenged premature attention, 
and so the veiled lunar form is used, as the follow- 
ing illustrations from the Book of Daniel are 
intended to show :— 


Re A.D. 29, the Year of the Crucifixion. 


Soon after Cyrus overthrew Babylon, it was 
revealed to Daniel that ‘‘seventy weeks”? had yet 
to elapse before Messiah would appear. The event 
proved that weeks of years, not days, were intended 
(7oxX7=490 years), and it is undeniable that the 
prophecy was fulfilled with marvellous exactness. 
The starting-point was to be a decree to restore 
and build Jerusalem, and the terminus was to be 
Messiah the Prince. Now the final restoration 
decree issued by Artaxerxes was to Nehemiah, 
B.C. 444. 

Messiah was to be ‘‘cut off” in the muddle of 
the 7oth week, 1.¢., in 693 weeks, signifying 4864 
years. As ‘‘ both Jewish and Mohammedan chron- 
ology are strictly /unar,” the 4864 lunar years 
must be reduced to their equivalent in solar time, 
viz., 472 years, which is the exact interval between 
Nisan B.c. 444 to Nisan A.D. 29, showing that the 
prophecy was actually fulfilled even to a day 
(Dan. ix. 24—27). 

Doesn’t this evidence, showing that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the Messiah, amount to a demon- 
stration ? 


Re A.D. 476, the Fall of the Western Empire of 
Rome and the Consequent Rise of Papal Rome. 


The entire history of the four great Empires— 
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Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome—foreshown in 
the Book of Daniel, occupied precisely “time, 
times and a-half” (360+720+ 180=1, 260 years) on 
the lunar scale, not only to a year but to a day. 
From the accession of Nabonassar, the first king 
of the Babylonian Empire, Feb. 26, B.c. 747, to the 
deposition of Romulus Augustulus, August 22, 
A.D. 476, there are 1,2224 solar years, or 4467503 
days ; while 1,260 lunar years, or 15°120 lunations, 
contain 446'5024 days; so that the difference, if 
any, is merely one of hours. 

If the fateful 1,260 years be reckoned on the 
lunar scale from the last date of the Hebrew cap- 
tivity era, viz., 587 B.c., when Jerusalem was 
made a heap of stones by the Chaldeans, we come 
to A.D. 637, the initial date of the final desolater 
of the land of Israel, when the Saracen Omar be- 
gan the Mohammedan oppression at Jerusalem 
which Allenby or Ali Naby, ‘‘a prophet of God” 
as the Arabs deem him, has almost miraculously 
brought to an end. 

Can any candid mind regard these facts as mere 
chance coincidences ? 

Interested readers are referred to the Guin- 
nesses’ “ Light for the Last Days” if they desire 
to be led further out of the maze of Bible chron- 
ology into amazement at its historical unfoldings, 


Re A.D. 1917. 


The ‘time, times and a-half” are only half 
“the times of the Gentiles”—the ‘seven times” 
or 360 x 7=2,520 years of Israel’s long period of 
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punishment. This period in solar or lunar time 
has had, or will have, its fulfilments at the end (as 
in the bisection period), not in any one year, but 
over a series of years. The lunar years from the 
falls of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah have 
already run out. The corresponding solar years 
run out in IgI7, 1923 and 1934—all eventful years 
in human history. But a Junay measurement of 
time also ran out in 1917, which calls for special 
notice now. 

In the last chapter of Daniel, year-day periods 
of 1260, 1290 and 1335 are indicated. Reduced to 
lunar years they are 12223, 12514, and 12954. The 
first year in the Mohammedan calendar is the year 
622 A.D., and the lunar years must thereto be 
added, there being no doubt that the Moham- 
medan power represents the abomination of 
desolation referred to in Dan, xii. 11. The aggre- 
gates are 18844, 1873, and 1917}. In 1844, onthe 
firm insistence of H.M. Government backed up by 
Russia, the Sublime Porte had to abandon the 
practice of executing a Mussulman who became 
a Christian. In 1873-4 Turkey was in a state of 
crisis, which financially and politically led right 
on to the Turko-Russian war of 1877. On Sun- 
day, December 9, 1917, which was the eve of the 
Feast of Dedication, commemorating the recovery 
of the City and Temple of Jerusalem by Judas 
Maccabeus in the year B.C. 165, Jerusalem’s rise 
and recovery once more began—‘a marvellous 
reversal of fortune, one of the most wonderful 
of all the wonderful things that are happening 
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in this extraordinary period” (Daily Telegraph). 
‘On that day,” as the Jewish World paper sug- 
gested, “the greatest Christian and the greatest 
Mohammedan Power of all the world took to 
herself a third religious dignity. The capture of 
Jerusalem and the Government declaration in 
regard to a Jewish Palestine have made England 
as well the greatest Jewish Power on earth.” 

What a chequered history! From 1410 B.c. 
Jerusalem has been besieged and changed hands 
no less than five-and-forty times, and Allenby’s 
capture is the first bloodless one—a truly remark- 
able fact when it is borne in mind that the whole 
might of Europe for centuries has been unable 
to effect its capture. Persians, Macedonians, 
Syrians, Egyptians, Romans, Moslems, Turks, 
have all conquered and held it for longer or 
shorter periods. Now the 400 years’ thraldom 
of the Turks has come to an end, as prophetical 
students knew it would, for what God has said 
He will always most surely perform; and so 
Jerusalem with other renowned places, to quote 
the written words of the King of Hedjaz, are 
now under the rule of “those who uphold truth 
and justice at all times and in all places.” 

The Master has informed us that Jerusalem 
would be trodden down by the Gentiles, those out 
of covenant relationship with God, until the 2,520 
years came to an end (Luke xxi. 24). But Jeru- 
salem is devastated and oppressed no longer, and 
we are the people in possession, and must remain 
so whether we will or not. The obvious conclu- 
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sion therefore is that Anglo and American Saxons 
are not ‘‘inconsequential particles of the human 
race incongruously mixed,” but the hitherto veiled 
historically-lost tribes of Israel who politically 
and religiously and geographically are paving the 
way for Judah's return in representative numbers 
to the holy city—‘‘ the magnetic pole of the love 
and reverence of the world ”—where already the 
Union Jack, Jacques or Jacob spreads out its folds 
above Mount Zion to give them welcome and 
security. ‘‘ Raise the flag over the tribes” (Isa. 
Ixii. 10) as the Messiah is made by one impartial 
translation to say. Poor Esau, Edom or Turkey, 
you anticipated your own doom when your fiat 
went forth in the spring of 1917 that henceforward 
the Christian mode of reckoning dates must be 
adopted! So your own peculiar date, being the 
fateful number of 1,335, was removed from all your 
newspapers, etc., and 1917, the beginning year of 
your end, was decreed to take its place, surely a 
significant sign of the displacement of the crescent 
by the Cross, and the taking over of your pos- 
sessions by the prophesied possessors (Obad. 17 
and 18). 

‘* Blessed or happy is he that waiteth and cometh 
to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty 
days.” ‘‘Hurrahs for England,” the Arabs 
shouted. ‘ We have prayed for this day,’ saida 
poor Jewish woman, “to-day I shall sing, God 
save our gracious king, long live our noble king.” 

Little wonder that the motley population shed 
tears of joy, recognising that their freedom is per- 
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manently won by our God-given victory at Jeru- 
salem. : 

Blessed is the enlightened British-Israelite that 
waiteth and cometh to 19g17—8. Evidently the 
Turks are in their last days as a nation; their 
Empire, symbolised by the Euphrates, is fast 
drying up; and a new era is opening out for the 
Holy Land—the ‘“‘land of their fathers,” as the 
Cymru (Assyrian monumental name for Israelites) 
Tommies, no longer exiles from Jerusalem the 
Old’un, sang in the streets of the Holy City. 

The latest possible lunar years’ date mentioned 
in the Bible is 1934; if solar time be reckoned, 
1957. Probably lunar time is meant. Only 
a few years ere the Britishers’ hold on Pales- 
tine will be tested to the full in the Vale of 
Megiddo in the centre of Palestine, by allied 
Prussians and Russians and all the Powers of 
Evil, in the world’s most horrible war, and only 
retained by the personal descent of the Great 
Deliverer, Who shall at last return to rule and 
overrule the world He died and rose again to save! 
The year 1934 will be 1,335 lunar years from the 
Omar capture of Jerusalem, and so ‘Blessed is 
he that waiteth and cometh to that fulfilment of 
the thousand three hundred and five and thirty 
year-days, for the peace on earth and goodwill 
among men that will finally ensue, are to last a 
thousand years and bring untold joy and happi- 
ness to the chosen “ quick,’’ and the resurrected 
dead-in-Christ (Read Zech. xiv.) 
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V: 


CUMULATIVE EVIDENCE, 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


Why a Hebrew section in islands? 


To ‘renew their strength” for the divine 
work in store for them as Israel, ‘‘ God’s 
ruler,” in the world. Isa, xli. 1 


What is the Hebrew expression for 
these ‘‘isles of the sea,’ or ‘‘ west,” 
as is the meaning ? 
“Aii-him’’ (pronounced Yy-eye-heem), 
the only Hebrew expression used by an 
educated Jew for the United Kingdom. Isa, xxiv. 15 


Why should our isles be the subject of 
-prophecy ? 
Because Christ in His Israel was to be 
glorified there. Isa, xlix. 
Why two captivities of the Northern 
House allowed by the God of Israel ? 
(2 Kings xv. 29 and xvii. 6). 
Evidently that a small escaped rem- 
nant from the first, might be safe in Galilee 
when all Samaria was taken in the second [6 
captivity. 2 Chron. xxx. 
Whence did the Saviour get His apostles 
except Judas the Jew? 
From the descendants of these Gali- 
leeans and the Benjaminites with them. _Isa. ix., R.V. 
Why in the turbulent times of the 
fourth century after Christ are rem- 
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nants of all the tribes save Dan 
‘‘sealed”’ for preservation? (Rev. vii.). 


Probably because Dan was already safe 
in this appointed place, and had been so 
for centuries, escaping as he did in his 
ships from Joppa before any of the cap- {and 16 
tivities (Judges v. 17). Gen. xlix. 1 


7. Why so many Bels and Bals in Britain ? 


Because idolatrous Dan brought Baal 
worship here, causing Britain to be named 
The Island of Bel (Y. Vel Ynys: V=B); 


hence the ‘‘ passing through the fire” at 


Bealtein or Beltien, still kept up in Ireland [17 
and Scotland. 2 Kings xvii. 
8. Why was Jeremiah specially incar- 
nated ? 
‘* To destroy and to overthrow : to build 
and to plant.” Jer. i. 5 & 10 


g. He did the former in Palestine; where 
did he execute his second commis- 
sion ? 

Amongst the Dan-ites in North Ireland, 
whither he brought Jacob’s stone, planted 
the “tender twig” (the escaped Princess 
of Judah). and, marrying her to the Israel- 
ite king, built up an Israel Kingdom for 
scions of David’s family to reign over. Ezek. xvii. 22 
(For evidence, see “ God in British History.”) 

1o. Why is the tomb of Princess Tephi 
of Tara termed a Mergoch ? 


Because the Hebrews would naturally 
preserve a few Hebrew words, and so we 
are not surprised to find some 800 Hebrew 
roots in the English language. Even 
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Taliesin, the ancient Welsh bard, declares 
that he wrote in the Hebrew tongue. Isa. xxviii. 11 


11. Why do we divide our months into 
weeks, a practice not known in early 
days by Greeks or Romans? 
Because it was a scriptural direction to 
our forefathers, and, though they became 
heathen and dedicated the days to minor 
deities, the seven-day period has always 
been kept. Exod. xx, 11 


12. Why “se’nnight ” and “fortnight ” ? 


Because our Semitic forebears reckoned 
from evening to evening instead of from 
morning to morning, Gen. i. 5. 


13. Why the old Israelitish emblems on the 


Royal arms ? 
Because those who put them there must 


have been guided by history or inspira- [8, 9 

tion. Numb. xxiv. 
14. Why the pyramid on the American 

seal ? 


May not the fact that Manasseh, the son 
of Joseph, and the Egyptian Princess 
lived within sight of it, be the inspiring [20 
first cause? Isa. xix. IQ, 


15. Why are the “ Yanks” considered to be 
foundationed on Manasseh ? 


Because Manasseh was, and was to be, 
blessed under the “cross,” to become a 
great and multitudinous nation, while 
Ephraim would be a “ commonwealth” of 
nations. The separation is shown in Isa. 
xlix. 20 and 21 (A.V.), a chapter where 
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Christ as Israel, or in Israel, speaks, and 
is answered by the ideal Israel, called 
Zion. Verse 1 having been noted, the 
natural inference is that vers, 17—21 show 
great colonial expansion for British- 
Ephraim after American-Manasseh’s de- 
parture; But as Dan is to “judge his 
people” in the latter days, his name must 
appear on one of the twelve gates (Rev. 
xxi. 12), thus necessitating the blending of 
Ephraim and Manasseh under the one 
name of Joseph—a sure indication of the 
flowing together and welding together of 
the Anglo-Saxon race. Both Ephraim and 


Manasseh had Israel’s name — ‘‘ God's 
ruler” or “ princes of God” —passed on by [14,16,19 
him to them. Gen. xlviii- 


16. Why did not the Kaiser arrive at 
Buckingham Palace by Christmas, 
1914? And why, despite all his 
enormous sacrifices in men and muni- 
tions, could he never arrive ? 

Miss M. Vincent Cox shall answer: 
‘Just because God had promised Israel 


‘a place of their own,’ where they should 
dwell and ‘move no more’ (against their 


will), and where they should be secure 
from devastation by ‘the children of 
wickedness’; and that that includes the 
Huns there can be no doubt whatever.” 2Sam.vii ro 


17, Why is our dominion everywhere en- 
croaching and expanding ? 

Mr. Lloyd George shall answer: ‘‘ The 

British Empire is finding its unity, finding 

its strength, finding its purpose—yea, find- 
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ing its purpose in the great designs of [27 
Providence upon earth.” Deut. xxxiii. 
18. Why has probably half the Empire come 
to us without conquest ? 


Let a Macedonian answer: ‘“ England 

rule. everybody, but England good to 
everybody.” Also read Psa. xliv. 1-3 

1g. Why are wea great missionary power? 

Because we are not only as a lion among 

the continental beasts and birds of prey, 

but as dew and showers in heathen lands 


remote, which have to ‘see the salvation [and 8 
of our God.” Micah v. 7 


20. Why are we the chosen people of God ? 
Out of love, and for service. Deut. vii. 6-9 
21. How are we nationally to fast ? 


The auswer is a remarkable one. Isa, lviii. 6 
[and 7 
22. Have we ever done this? 
Repeatedly. Twenty million sterling we 
paid in one case alone, to let the oppressed 
go free; but the racial passion for freedom 
had first of all to be begotten in the school 
of experience. Deut. xv. 15 


23. Why are clergy and ministers generally 
so reluctant to share our new vision 
of God’s truth and faithfulness ? 


Perhaps an answer may be found in Isa. vi. 10 


{and 11 
24. Why do certain opponents stupefy 


themselves in the gall of bitterness 
when speaking or writing of what we 
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claim, and can prove, to be British- 
Israel TRUTH ? 
God above only knows ! Matt. x. 36 


25. Why has the writer read and studied 
his Old Testament during the last 
five years more than all the rest of 
his life put together ? 

‘‘ Because, until he realised the distinc- 
tion between Judah-Israel and Ephraim- 
Israel, with their different destinies, the 
Bible was largely a puzzle of shreds and 
patches; but now, thanks to illumination, 
it is seen to be all of a piece—a seamless 
robe like the Master’s; or divinely-worked 
tapestry viewed from the front. God's in 
His Heaven, God’s in Hls Earth, yea, and 
God’s in His Bible, too. Psa. cxix, 162 


VEE 
PROPHECIES NEARING FULFILMENT. 


Thus saith the Lord God—“ Behold, I will take 
the children of Israel from among the nations, 
whither they be gone . . . and I will make them 
ONE nation in the land . . . they shall be no more 
two nations, neither ... two kingdoms... 
they shall dwell in the land ... for ever, and 
David My servant, shall be their prince for ever 
. . . andthe nations shall know that I the Lord 
do sanctify Israel” (Ezek, xxxvii. 21, etc.). 

The angel Gabriel, sent from God, said unto 
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Mary—‘‘ The Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever” (S. Luke i. 32). 


‘*The Lord shall be king over all the earth” 
(Zech. xiv. 9). 
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BRITISH-ISRAELERS’ HYMN AND 
PRAYER. 


Hymnist—Rev. ARTHUR PRITCHARD, M.A. 
; Ash Wednesday, 1919. 
Tune—“ Innocents,” 343 A. & M. 


David’s “ Lord” and David’s ‘* Son,” 
Israel’s ‘‘ Strength,” “ The Mighty One.” 
Judah’s ‘‘ Lion,” Atoning ‘‘ Lamb,” 
“First and Last,” “ The Great 1AM”! 


Heaven and Earth Thy glory share, 
Breach between Thou didst repair ; 
When, as ‘‘ SHILOH,” manifest 

IsRAEL “breach” shall be redress’d. 


Lord unseal the “holden” eyes 

Of Thy Israel in disguise ; 

Ends decreed we then shall see, 
Know ourselves as known to Thee. 


Let Thy ‘‘Saints” above, below 
Love and serve with hearts aglow; 
Wheresoe’er Thy grace extends 
Use us to achieve Thy ends. 


Time foretold creeps on apace, 
Rival Thrones must Thou displace, 
Satan bind, and banish sin, 


Theocratic rule begin. 
AMEN. 
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